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How Is It Spread?

· Contact with infected blood 

· Sex with an infected person

· Mother to child during childbirth

Who Is At Risk?

· Health care workers
· People who live with an infected person
· Hemodialysis patients
· People who had blood transfusions before July, 1992 or clotting factors made before 1987
· Infants born to infected mothers
· Children of immigrants from areas with hepatitis B outbreaks
· International travelers
· Injection drug users
· People who have sex with infected persons
· Sexually active homosexual and bisexual men
How Can It Be Prevented?

· Hepatitis B vaccine

How Is It Treated?

· Chronic hepatitis B:  Drug treatment with alpha interferon, lamivudine, or adefovir dipivoxil

· Acute hepatitis B:  Usually resolves on its own.  Very severe cases can be treated with lamivudine.

Hepatitis B
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