Released Jan. 9, 2003

“Innovative Practice Award” Presented to NCPS Program Manager 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. ( Mary E. Burkhardt, a program manager for the VA National Center for Patient Safety, received the Innovative Practice Award from the Southeastern Michigan Society of Health-System Pharmacists for being one of the first pharmacists in the nation to work on patient safety issues on a full-time basis. 


Such innovative work in patient safety reflects the Department of Veterans Affairs' uncompromising commitment to reducing and preventing adverse medical events while enhancing the care given to patients..  


Burkhardt previously was honored as "fellow" of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP),1997, and Pharmacist of the Year, Mich.,1994 and 2001.
She has worked with ASHP on educational module design for Medication Safety Officer training and development of medication safety learning sessions for their national meetings. She also helped to establish a medication safety group in Southeast Michigan. 


A program manager for NCPS for two years, she previously served as the Director of Pharmacy and IV Therapy, St. John Detroit Riverview Hospital, Detroit, Mich.; Director of Pharmacy, Macomb Hospital Center, Warren, Mich.; and as a pharmacist-consultant to American Physicians Assurance (formerly Mutual Insurance Corporation of America), East Lansing, Mich. 

NCPS represents a cohesive patient safety program active at all 163 VA hospitals and supported by dedicated patient safety managers. Further information about NCPS is available on organization’s the Web site: http://www.patientsafety.gov  
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