










July 24, 2001


Item:  
General Electric Advantage Windows workstation, models 2273156-2 and 2273220-2, all serial numbers used to review patient images, including CT, MR and Radiographic.
Specific Incident:
The ROI (Region Of Interest) function on the workstation can change value, depending upon the display mode selected (i.e.; moving from 1 on 1 to 4 on 1 views, etc.).  The ROI utilizes a circle that can be sized over an area to find the CT #  (the density of the area) and identify blood, water or tissue within the defined area.   Users have had ROIs displayed with incorrect CT#.  This can lead to misinterpretation of tissue mass characteristics.
Recommended Action:


1.   Identify the affected workstations; affected models contain all iterations of software version AW4.0_02.  Other software versions are not affected.
2.  If affected, contact your local GE field engineer; schedule the upgrade to version AW4.0_03 and ask if you are on the effectivity list.  If so, you should receive the software at no cost.  

Additional Information: Field Modification Instruction 80097 was issued by General Electric to correct this problem.  It applies only to systems running the 4.0 software. The upgrade takes the equipment from software AW4.0_02 to AW4.0_03 and takes approximately 2 hours to install.  Its purpose is to correct the Region of Interest (ROI) measurements and statistical errors.
Source:
Paul Sherman, National Engineering Service Center (314) 543-6700.  You may also contact Steven Wexler, Chief Network Office at 202-273-5881.













