










January 3, 2000


Item:  
Patient Ventilators (all makes/models) used with flow meters

Specific Incident:
A VA Medical recently experienced a “Low Flow” alarm on a patient ventilator attached to the oxygen wall outlet via a “T” adapter on the supply side of the flowmeter.  Upon testing, it was found that the flowmeter’s “T” connection allowed a maximum flow of 115-120 liters per minute (lpm).  The ventilator required a minimum flow of 180 lpm to operate properly.

Recommended Action:


Unless recommended by the equipment manufacturer, attach the ventilator directly to the supply outlet on the patient panel.  In most cases, there are two outlets available.  If the patient requires more than two supplies, branch off the outlet NOT used by the ventilator.  If you must attach a second device to the same outlet as the ventilator, test the output of the branching device with a flow analyzer to insure sufficient flow to the ventilator. 

Source:
Steven Wexler, Chief Network Office at 202-273-5881.  You may also contact Paul Sherman at the National Engineering Service Center at (314) 425-4950.













