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Background and Rationale
In most residency programs, there is long tradition of journal clubs that preread and then meet to dissect articles from the applicable literature.  The setting ranges from a few people in an office to a few dozen people meeting at a resturant.  The one example that I am aware of for patient safety journal club, is the monthly offering at a restaurant by Health Insight in Salt Lake City.  Others include…

Objectives
1) Build life-long patient safety learning habits

2) Teach within existing learning structures and with clinical learning

3)  Learners and instructors realize that patient safety has a long way to go; and problems to address in every nook and cranny of healthcare (e.g., from EpiPens to MR hazards).

Applicability
This module is applicable to all residents and medical students.  I am unclear if or how it would work for nursing or allied health students.

Constraints and Lessons Learned
I await your lessons to put here.

Description

Find an article for your audience in one of the 4 paper journals and one on-line journal.  You might also look to examples of medical device case studies in ECRI website (www.ecri.org) or FDA website (http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfMAUDE/search.CFM) websites. Or, medication adverse events at ISMP’s website (www.ismp.org).  Alternatively, find patient safety lessons within journal articles that are being reviewed for clinical knowledge and not necessarily safety.

Send the article out ahead of time and maybe have the learners focus on the analysis, actions and remedies, or how effectiveness of the “treatment” was determined.  Certainly lessons or tools from earlier modules come into play here.

Resources

Quality and Safety in Healthcare

Peer-reviewed publication by BMJ that is devoted to applied patient safety research articles and patient safety case studies.  Contains several articles that would immediately generate discussion and constructive angst with any type of resident or healthcare student.

Annals of Internal Medicine

Manuscripts are produced out of  Morbidity & Mortality (M&M) rounds and other such case conferences, except that, instead of trying to diagnose the problem that explains the patient's illness, the discussant(s) focus on the system problems that led to the error or adverse event at hand.
Journal of Academic Emergency Medicine

'Profiles in Patient Safety' are an analysis of adverse events occurring in emergency departments with a detailed discussion of cognitive factors/errors, and teamwork issues which appeared to elaborate the error. A number of system changes and other educational recommendations are proposed

Institute for Safe Medication Practice Medication Safety Alert!

This bimonthly publication includes several case studies of medication safety issues (e.g., sound alike-look alike mix-ups).  Includes peer-reviewed analysis and several recommendations from full-time medication safety experts (www.ismp.org).  Quarterly summaries of case studies are especially useful for discussion

FDA Medical Device Adverse Event Database

This free on-line resource can be searched to find dozens of hundreds of case studies for every device imaginable from feeding pumps to Oxygen cylinders to specialized hospital beds.  Many reports are terse or lacking patient safety specific details, but the types of things that can and do happen are mind expanding.

(http://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cdrh/cfdocs/cfMAUDE/search.CFM)

AHRQ-UCSF Web M&M

Experts around the country analyze five patient safety cases from different specialties every month.  One case each month includes a free slide set (Powerpoint) about the case and analysis.  John Gosbee is a editorial board member; and several people who have developed or implemented curriculum have found this site helpful.

http://www.webmm.ahrq.gov 
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