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NURSING RESEARCH COMMITTEE

1. PURPOSE:  To establish a committee that provides leadership for the research and evidence-based practice programs within this Nursing Service.

2. POLICY:  There shall be a continuous and systematic effort to provide an organized program for professional nurses to become familiar with evidence-based practice, nursing research and methodology.  In the implementation of this program, the individual nurse will be provided with guidance and assistance in his/her research efforts.

3. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY:  

a. Committee Structure:

NURSING PRACTICE COUNCIL


NURSING RESEARCH COMMITTEE

b. The Nursing Research Committee will be chaired by a designee approved by the Associate Director, Patient Care/Nursing Services, and comprised of nursing staff and other individuals interested in research activities.  The Nursing Research Committee will be responsible for the development and direction of the research and evidence-based fellowship program.  The major focus of this committee is to serve as a consultative group to Nursing Service.

4. PROCEDURES.  The Nursing Research Committee will report to the Nurse Practice Council.  The Associate Director, Patient Care/Nursing Services will make final approval of the membership.  Committee members will be representative of clinical practice, administration, and education.  

a. Membership will be comprised of volunteer nurses and other interested staff throughout the medical center, clinics, and may include community representatives, patients, and stakeholders.

b. Functions:  The major functions of the committee will be as follows:

(1) Provide education related to nursing research.

(2) Network with other researchers within the VA, local community, and national research arena.

(3) Mentor nursing staff and promote research and evidence-based practice.

(4) Recommend research priorities and facilitate resource allocation and support for nursing research.

(5) Promote research and utilization and innovations in practice.

(6) Promote the conduct of Nursing Research through development of programs of research.

(7) Provide information about ongoing nursing and other research activities and opportunities.

(8) Recommend approval  for the conduct of research involving patient care and nursing staff to the Associate Director, Patient Care/Nursing Services.

(9) Serve as a consultant to organizational entities to facilitate evidence-based practice guidelines, policies, protocols and / or programs. 

c. Meetings:  The committee will meet at least bi-monthly.  Additional meetings may be called by the chairperson.

5. REFERENCES:  American Nurses Association.  A Guide to the Use of Research in Nursing Practice. 1997.

American Nurses Association.  Position Statement on Education for Participation in Nursing Research.  1997

American Association of Colleges of Nursing.  AACN Position Statement on Nursing Research, rev. March, 
2006.
6. RESCISSION:  Nursing Service Organization No. III E-13, dated August 2001, September, 2004
7.      REVIEWED AND UPDATED BY:  Practice Council  

8.
EFFECTIVE DATE:  Date of issue.

9.
EXPIRATION DATE:  September 2010.

Sandra K. Janzen, MS, RN, CNAA-BC

Associate Director, Patient Care / Nursing Services
DISTRIBUTION:

Electronic Distribution to all Nursing Staff
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