December 2, 2004

Sent by the Office of Academic Affiliations to all Deans of Schools of Medicine
     The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and U.S. schools of medicine have partnered in the education of physicians for over fifty years.  These relationships are enabled through affiliation agreements between local VA healthcare facilities and schools of medicine using standardized templates issued through VA’s General Counsel.  These agreements were last updated in 1997.  The VA Office of Academic Affiliations is pleased to announce the release of newly revised affiliation agreements designed to accommodate the full range of clinical disciplines and sponsorship arrangements for educational programs.  

     The new VA medical school agreement conforms to the requirements of the Accreditation Council Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), and delineates the duties of VA, the School of Medicine, and sponsoring and participating institutions in the provision of graduate medical education.  VHA has worked closely with ACGME to ensure that accreditation review information is now protected from Freedom of Information Act disclosures.  The new affiliation agreement also allows for local execution of individual residency program Letters of Agreement, as required by ACGME. 

     Enclosed is a copy of the VA Directive that requires VA facilities to re-execute all affiliation agreements by June 30, 2005 and a copy of the template agreement between VA facilities and schools of medicine.  Any deviation in wording from the template agreement must be approved by VA General Counsel and the Office of Academic Affiliations.  No deviations can be granted for clauses of malpractice, liability or financial arrangements.  
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     In a short time, you should expect to hear from your local VA facility and VISN leadership about the re-signing process.  Please be assured that VHA is firmly committed to our partnership with US academic medicine and your medical school.  The Office of Academic Affiliations will support and expedite the process at all levels.  If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Academic Affiliations at 202-273-8946.  

Karen M Sanders, MD

Acting Chief Academic Affiliations Officer

