Sample letter for Schools of Medicine
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) partners with over 1200 educational institutions in over 40 disciplines, including 107 medical schools.  These relationships are legally enabled through affiliation agreements between local VA healthcare facilities and the participating educational institutions.  The last update of these standardized templates was in 1997.  The VA Office of Academic Affiliations has released newly revised affiliation agreements designed to accommodate the range of clinical disciplines and various sponsorship arrangements for educational programs.  

Enclosed is a copy of the new template agreement that applies to our existing educational relationship with your institution.  In order to continue to collaborate on our mutually rewarding educational programs, we are required to have all existing affiliation agreements re-signed by July 2005.  We hope to have all agreements returned to us by  [Add your requested date for return here]
The new VA medical school agreement conforms to the requirements of the Accreditation Council Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), and delineates the duties of VA, the school of medicine, and sponsoring and participating institutions in the provision of graduate medical education.  VHA has worked closely with ACGME to ensure that accreditation review information is now protected from Freedom of Information Act disclosures.  The new affiliation agreement also allows for local execution of individual residency program Letters of Agreement, as required by ACGME.  As the sponsoring institution for ACGME accredited programs, we ask that you determine which of your participating institutions you feel are appropriate signatories to this agreement.
For any questions or comments regarding these agreements, please contact [Add information about your local contact persons here]
Sincerely,

