Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[April 2000]

· Veterans’ Workforce Investment Programs, Program Year 2000- The Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS) of the Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 26, 2000, to set forth the procedures for obtaining a solicitation package for the operation of employment and training programs under the Public Law 105-220, Workforce Investment Act (WIA), Section 168-Veterans' Workforce Investment Program (VWIP). The solicitation and all relevant documents, forms, certifications, and assurances is available for download at the Veterans' Employment and Training Service (VETS) Internet Home page http://www.dol.gov/dol/vets/.    

VETS Contact: Lisa Harvey, U.S. Department of Labor, Procurement Services Center, Room N5416, 200 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20210; telephone (202) 219-6445.  

· Modified Eligibility Criteria for the Montgomery GI Bill—Active Duty - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 20, 2000, to amend changes in the eligibility criteria for the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty which were made by the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998.  
Effective date:  This final rule is effective April 18, 2000.    

· Applicability Date:  October 1, 1998.

· Contact: William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187. 
· Special Medical Advisory Group, Notice of Availability of Annual Report - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 20, 2000, that the Annual Report of the Special Medical Advisory Group for Fiscal Year 1999 has been issued. It is available for public inspection at two locations:  Federal Documents Section, Exchange and Gift Division, LM 632, Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540; and Department of Veterans Affairs, Office of the Under Secretary for Health, VA Central Office, Room 805, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.  

· Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 20, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Prosthetics and Special-Disabilities Programs will meet on May 8 - 9, 2000, at VA Headquarters, Room 930, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC. The Committee will receive briefings by the National Program Directors of the Special-Disabilities Programs, and by a GAO representative on the GAO Draft Report regarding VA Health Care: Better Data and Accountability Needed For Care for Disabled Veterans.  Also, the Committee will review the final draft report on implementation of the Veterans' Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 as it pertains to the legislative requirement to maintain capacity to meet specialized needs of disabled veterans.  

Contact: Kathy Pessagno, Veterans Health Administration (113), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8512. 

· Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 18, 2000, that the Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee will meet on May 31-June 3, 2000, at the Clarion Plaza Hotel, 9700 International Boulevard, Orlando, FL. The primary purposes of this meeting are: To provide for committee review of volunteer policies and procedures; to accommodate full and open communications between the organizations, representatives and the Voluntary Service Office and field staff; to provide educational opportunities geared towards improving volunteer programs with special emphasis on methods to recruit, retain, motivate and recognize volunteers; and to approve committee recommendations.  

Contact: Laura Balun, Administrative Officer, Voluntary Service Office (10C2), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8392. 

· Outer Burial Receptacles - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on April 18, 2000, to provide a monetary allowance for each new burial in a VA national cemetery where a privately-purchased outer burial receptacle is used in lieu of a government-furnished graveliner.

Comments Deadline: June 19, 2000.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420; or fax comments to (202) 273-9289; or e-mail comments to “OGCRegulations@mail.va.gov”. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AJ49”.  
Contact: Ken Greenberg, Staff Assistant, Office of Operations Support (402), National Cemetery Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-5179.  

· Repeal of Dual Compensation Reductions for Military Retirees - The Office of Personnel Management (OPM) published interim regulations with request for comments in the Federal Register on April 12, 2000, to implement the repeal of reductions in military retired or retainer pay required of some military retirees employed in civilian positions. Section 651 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2000 repeals section 5532 of title 5, United States Code, effective October 1, 1999. This Act repeals two reductions in military retired or retainer pay previously required of some retired members of the uniformed services when they became Federal employees.

Effective date: April 12, 2000.  

OPM Address: Send written comments to Mary Lou Lindholm, Associate Director for Employment, Office of Personnel Management, Room 6500, 1900 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20415-9500.  
OPM Contact: Laurence T. Lorenz; telephone:  (202) 606-0830; facsimile:  (202) 606-0390; or e-mail:  ltlorenz@opm.gov. 

· National Service Life Insurance - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on April 12, 2000, to amend VA regulations regarding payments of premiums for National Service Life Insurance by correcting cross-references. In a final rule published in the Federal Register on February 15, 2000 (65 FR 7437), VA redesignated certain sections in 38 CFR part 8. This document makes changes regarding cross-references to reflect these redesignations.  

Effective date: April 12, 2000.  

Contact: Ms. Jeanne Derrick, Attorney-Advisor, Department of Veterans Affairs Regional Office and Insurance Center, P.O. Box 8079, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101; telephone:  (215) 381-3504. 

· Fund Availability Under the VA Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 11, 2000, to announce the availability of funds for applications for assistance under the grant component of VA's Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program. This Notice contains information concerning the program, application process, and amount of funding available.  

Applications must be received by VA’s Mental Health Strategic Healthcare Group no later than 1600 EST, May 31, 2000.  [Applications may not be sent by facsimile.]

Application Source: Grant and Per Diem Program at (toll-free) 1-877-332-0334 or download directly from VA's Special Homeless Assistance Programs and Initiatives web page at: http://www.va.gov/health/homeless/grants.htm. 

Contact:  Roger Casey, VA Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program, Mental Health Strategic Healthcare Group (116E), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (877) 332-0334.  This is a toll-free number.  

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on April 3, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet on April 17 - 19, 2000, in room 230, VA Central Office (VACO) Building, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The Committee will focus on health care issues, veterans' employment and training issues, the cardiac care program evaluation, and the Veterans' Benefits Administration's Road Map to Excellence, and diversity training programs.  

Contact: Anthony T. Hawkins, Office of Minority Affairs, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708. 

Except as noted, the numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

