Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[February 2000]

· National Capital Memorial Commission; Notice of Public Meeting - The National Park Service published a notice in the Federal Register on February 22, 2000, that the National Capital Memorial Commission will meet on March 7, 2000, at the National Building Museum, Room 312, 5th and F Streets, NW., Washington, DC. In addition to discussing general matters and routine business, the Commission will review:  S. 1921 and H.R. 3292, bills to authorize the placement, within the site of the Vietnam Veterans memorial, of a plaque to honor Vietnam veterans who died after their service in the Vietnam war, but as a direct result of that service.

· Review of Benefit Claims Decisions - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on February 18, 2000, to amend VA’s adjudication regulations, to allow any claimants who have filed a timely Notice of Disagreement to obtain a de novo review of their claims at the Veterans Service Center level.

· Comments Deadline: April 18, 2000.  
· Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to RIN 2900-AJ99.  
· Contact: Jack Bisset, Consultant, Compensation and Pension Service, Regulations Staff, or Bob White, Team Leader, Plain Language Regulations Project, Veterans Benefits Administration, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7213 and (202) 273-7228, respectively. 

· Claims Based on the Effects of Tobacco Products - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on February 16, 2000, to amend VA’s adjudication regulations governing determinations of whether disability or death is service-connected. Comments Deadline: April 17, 2000. The proposed changes appear necessary to implement a recent statutory amendment providing with certain exceptions that a disability or death will not be service-connected on the basis that it resulted from injury or disease attributable to a veteran's use of tobacco products during service.

· Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate they are submitted in response to RIN 2900-AJ59. 

Contact: Donald England, Chief, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7210. 
The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

