Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[May 2000]

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 25, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet on June 5 - 7, 2000, in room 830, VA Central Office (VACO) Building, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The Committee will focus on minority health--a global assessment, medical research, Board of Veterans Appeals (BVA) operations, and Minority and Veterans Business contacting.  The Committee will also concentrate on a report of a Veterans Identity Study, Hepatitis C infections, the cardiac care program evaluation, the Veterans' Benefits Administration's Road Map to Excellence and National Cemetery operations.  

Contact: Anthony T. Hawkins, Office of Minority Affairs, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708. 

· Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on May 25, 2000 that a meeting of the Advisory Committee on the Readjustment of Veterans will be held June 15 and 16, 2000.  The meeting will be held at the American Legion, Washington Office, 1608 K Street, NW, Washington, DC. The agenda will include reviews of Veterans Health Administration (VHA) special emphasis programs for prosthetics, environmental agents and post-traumatic stress disorder, Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) programs related to PTSD compensation, vocational rehabilitation and counseling, and transition assistance, and strategic planning sessions to formulate goals and objectives for a Committee field visit to VA facilities to be conducted later in the year.

Contact:  Alfonso R. Batres, PhD, MSSW, Chief, Readjustment Counseling Officer, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420;  telephone:  (202) 273-8967.  

· Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 22, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Former Prisoners of War will meet on June 5-7th, 2000, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, Central Office, 810 Vermont Avenue NW, Room 230, Washington, DC 20420.  The Committee’s agenda will include a period for POW veterans and/or the public to address the committee, presentations on the Veterans Benefits Administration and Veterans Health Administration activities, updates on the Center for POW Studies, a report from the National Institute of Health on its Mortality/Morbidity Study and a briefing from the Special Panel on Stroke.    

Contact: Mr. Robert J. Epley, Director, Compensation and Pension Service (21), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. 

· Summary of Precedent Opinions of the General Counsel - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a summary of legal interpretations issued by the Department's General Counsel, involving veterans' benefits under laws administered by VA, in the Federal Register on May 23, 2000. These interpretations are considered precedential by VA and will be followed by VA officials and employees in future claim matters. The summary is published to provide the public, and, in particular, veterans' benefit claimants and their representatives, with notice of VA's interpretation regarding the legal matter at issue.

VAOPGCPREC 01-2000:  Consideration of expenses of a veteran's last illness in determining prospective entitlement for the period following the date of a claim for improved death pension.

Effective Date: March 28, 2000.  

VAOPGCPREC 02-2000:  Special monthly compensation under section 1114(k) for a service-connected mastectomy.  

Effective Date: April 3, 2000.  

VAOPGCPREC 03-2000:  Amendments of VA’s rating schedule and pending claims for an increased rating.    

Effective date: April 10, 2000.

VAOPGCPREC 04-2000:  Paragraph 7.21 in Veterans Benefits Administration Adjudication Procedure Manual M21-1, part VI, and medical-nexus evidence required to establish a well-grounded claim involving asbestos-related diseases.  

Effective date: April 13, 2000.

The following Precedent Opinion  was withdrawn:  

VAOPGCPREC 13-94: Service connection may not be established for a disability incurred following the date on which a veteran was discharged from active military duty, although the discharge was subsequently voided and full active-duty credit granted by a Board for Correction of Military Records to a date after the date on which injury occurred, because the veteran was not engaged in active service at that time. 

VAOPGCPREC 13-94 was overruled by Spencer v. West, 2000 WL 266117 (Vet. App., March 13, 2000). Accordingly, VAOPGCPREC 13-94 is hereby withdrawn.  

Contact: Jane L. Lehman, Chief, Law Library, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420.  Telephone:  (202) 273-6558.  

· Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans, Notice of Charter Renewal - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on May 1, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans has been renewed for a period beginning April 18, 2000, through April 18, 2002.  
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