Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[October 2000]


National Research Advisory Council; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 31, 2000, that the National Research Advisory Council will meet on November 13, 2000, at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center, Continental Room, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Washington, DC.  The agenda for the first session of the inaugural meeting will include the history and overview of the policies of VA research, followed by a background session on the challenges for the direction of the research and development program as related to policy, research centers, staffing, and operations.

Contact: Sandra Young, Office of Research and Development, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-8284.


Filing Complaints of Prohibited Personnel Practice or Other Prohibited Activity; Filing Disclosures of Information - The Office of Special Counsel (OSC) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 31, 2000, to amend 5 CFR part 1800 regarding OSC jurisdiction over complaints of improper employment practices, and over disclosures of information of wrongdoing in federal agencies (also known as “whistleblower disclosures).  The Office of Special Counsel has investigative jurisdiction over violation of a veterans' preference requirement.

The Office of Special Counsel has investigative jurisdiction over Violation of a veterans' preference requirement.  

Effective Date:  December 1, 2000.  

OCS Contact: Kathryn Stackhouse, Attorney, Planning and Advice Division; telephone: (202) 653-8971; or by fax:  (202) 653-5161. 

· Veterans' Advisory Committee on Environmental Hazards; Notice of Meeting – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 30, 2000, that the Veterans' Advisory Committee on Environmental Hazards will meet on November 29 - 30, 2000, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The purpose of the meeting is to review information relating to the health effects of exposure to ionizing radiation. The major items on the agenda for both days will be discussions and analyses of medical and scientific papers concerning the health effects of exposure to ionizing radiation. On the basis of their analyses and discussions, the Committee may make recommendations to the Secretary concerning diseases that are the result of exposure to ionizing radiation. The agenda for the second day will include planning future Committee activities and assignment of tasks among the members.

Contact: Ersie Farber-Collins, Compensation and Pension Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7268.

· Veterans Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation; Notice of Meeting – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 27, 2000, that the Veterans Advisory Committee on Rehabilitation will meet on November 13 - 16, 2000, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The purpose of the meeting is to review the quality of the services which the VA provides to disabled veterans who participate in VA sponsored programs of rehabilitation. In addition, the advisory committee will conduct an internal business meeting focusing on a review of past activities and the development of future initiatives.

Contact: Jada G. Jones, Employment Specialist, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-7425.

· Advisory Committee on Veterans' Employment and Training; Notice of Renewal - The Department of Labor (DOL) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 16, 2000, that the renewal of the Advisory Committee on Veterans' Employment and Training is in the public interest, in connection with the performance of duties imposed on the Department by section 4110 of title 38, United States Code.  The Advisory Committee shall: Assess the employment and training needs of veterans; determine the extent to which the programs and activities of the Department of Labor are meeting such needs; carry out such other activities that are necessary to make the recommendations required by law and, at such times as the Committee may determine, report to the Secretary of Labor on the employment and training needs of veterans.

DOL Contact:  Polin Cohanne, Chief of Staff, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Veterans' Employment and Training, US Department of Labor 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20210; telephone:  (202) 693-4741.

· Advisory Committee on Women Veterans, Notice of Meeting – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 16, 2000, that the Advisory Committee on Women Veterans  will meet on October 24 - 26, 2000, at the Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 230, Washington, DC.  The Committee will make recommendations to the Secretary regarding the needs of women veterans with respect to health care, rehabilitation, compensation, outreach, and other programs and activities administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Contact: Maryanne Carson, Department of Veterans Affairs, Center for Women Veterans, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone: (202) 273-6193.

· Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Claims Based on Personal Assault – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on October 16, 2000, to amend adjudication regulations concerning the proof necessary to establish occurrence of a stressor in claims for service connection of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) resulting from personal assault. This amendment would provide that evidence other than the veteran's service records may be sufficient to establish the occurrence of the stressor. The proposed regulation also would require that VA not deny such claims without first advising claimants that evidence from sources other than a veteran's service records may prove the stressor occurred. This would make claimants aware of the types of evidence which might support their claims, and would give them an opportunity to obtain and submit such evidence. It would also ensure that VA will not deny claims simply because the claimants did not realize that certain types of evidence may be relevant and therefore failed to submit such evidence to VA.  

Comments Deadline:  December 15, 2000.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420.  Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to RIN 2900-AK00.  
Contact:  Bill Russo, Regulations Staff, Compensation and Pension Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7210.

· Reservists Education: Monthly Verification of Enrollment and Other Reports – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 16, 2000, to expand the current requirement that some reservists receiving educational assistance under the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve (MGIB-SR) verify their pursuit of a program of education monthly to include those reservists who are pursuing a standard college degree.  

Effective Date:  June 1, 2000.

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.

· Privacy Act of 1974; Notice of a VA-BOP Computer Matching Program - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 13, 2000 of a recurring computer matching program between the VA and the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) of the Department of Justice with VA compensation pension and dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) records. The purpose of the match is to verify continuing eligibility for Federal benefit programs of those who are confined for a period exceeding 60 days due to a conviction for a felony or misdemeanor. VA has the obligation to reduce or suspend compensation, pension, and dependency and indemnity compensation benefit payments to Veterans and VA beneficiaries on the 61st day following conviction and incarceration in the Federal institution for a felony or misdemeanor. VA also has the obligation to reduce educational assistance to any recipient who is incarcerated for a felony conviction.  VA plans to match records of VA beneficiaries with those reported by BOP as being incarcerated and to adjust their VA benefits accordingly. VA will use the BOP records provided in the match to update the master records of VA beneficiaries and to adjust their VA benefits, accordingly, if needed.

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, D.C. 20420.  

Contact: Paul Trowbridge, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7318.

· National Archives Reproduction Fee Schedule - The National Archives and Records Administration (Archives) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 13, 2000 revising its schedule of fees for reproduction of records and other materials in the custody of the Archivist of the United States. This rule covers reproduction of Federal records created by other agencies that are in the National Archives of the United States, donated historical materials, Presidential records, Nixon Presidential historical materials, certain Federal agency records in Archives Federal records centers, and records filed with the Office of the Federal Register. The fees are being changed to reflect current costs of providing the reproductions. This rule will affect members of the public and Federal agencies who order reproductions from the Archives.

Archives Contact: Nancy Allard, National Archives and Records Administration; telephone number (301)713-7360, extension 226.

· Increase in Rates Payable Under the Montgomery GI Bill--Selected Reserve – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on October 4, 2000, in compliance with statute, establishing the rates of basic educational assistance payable to veterans under the Montgomery GI Bill-- Selected Reserve for fiscal year 2000 (October 1, 1999, through September 30, 2000).  In a document published in the Federal Register on July 20, 2000 VA intended to show a 1.6% increase in these rates.  

Note:  A correction to this final rule was published in the Federal Register on October 11, 2000.  

Effective Date:  October 4, 2000.

Applicability Date:  The changes in rates are applied retroactively to conform to statutory requirements.

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Assistant Director for Policy and Program Development, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW,  Washington, DC  20420; telephone number (202) 273-7187.

· Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee; Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 4, 2000, that the Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee will meet at The Madison Hotel, 15th & M Street NW, Washington, DC 20005, on October 11-12, 2000. The meeting will be for the purpose of reviewing the following three new proposals: A Randomized Clinical Trial of Cognitive-Behavioral Treatment for PTSD in Women Veterans, Heart Failure in Patients with Preserved Systolic Function, and Tri-National Study--Optimal Management of Patients with HIV Infection of Whom 1st and 2nd Line Highly Active Anti-Retroviral Therapy Has Failed (OPTIMA).  

Contact: Ms. Carla DeSpain, Coordinator, Research and Development Cooperative Studies Evaluation Committee, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8274.  

· Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee, Notice of Meeting - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on October 4, 2000, that the Voluntary Service National Advisory Committee will meet on October 24-25, 2000 at Double Tree Hotel at Reid Park, 445 South Alvernon Way, Tucson, AZ. Business topics for the October meeting include an update of the Voluntary Service program's progress since the 2000 National Advisory Committee Annual Meeting, 55th Annual Meeting plans, 2003 National Advisory Committee Annual Meeting planning, membership report review recommendations approved at the 1999 National Advisory Committee Annual Meeting, subcommittee reports, Standard Operating Procedure Revisions, New Business and Committee Appointments.  

Contact: Laura Balun, Administrative Officer, Voluntary Service Office (10C2), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8392. 
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