Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

 [April 1997]

· Compensation for Undiagnosed Illnesses (Persian Gulf) - Interim Rule published in the Federal Register 29 AP 97.  Current law allows compensation of Persian Gulf veterans whose undiagnosed illness(s) manifested to a degree of ten percent or more within two years of service in the SW Asia theater of operations.  The rule extends the manifestation period through the year 2001.  

Comments Deadline:  30 JE 97

Effective 02 NO 94.  
Amends 38 CFR §3.317.  

Contact:  Jack Bissett, Compensation and Pension Service,  Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230.  

· Cost Comparisons related to Contracting Out - Final Rule published in the Federal Register 15 AP 97.  Rule reflects changes made by the Veterans’ Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 (PL 104-262) and amends the Department of Veterans Affairs Acquisition Regulations (VAAR) by removing certain limitations on cost comparisons related to contracting out non-direct patient care activities at VA health-care facilities.  

Effective 15 AP 97.  

Amends 48 CFR Parts 807 and 852.  

Contact:  Don Kaliher, Acquisition Policy Team (95A),  Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8819.  

· Montgomery GI Bill Rates - Final Rule sets rates of basic educational assistance payable under the MGIB for FY 1997 (01 OC 96 - 30 SE 97).  Rates reflect a 2.7% rate increase.  

Effective 28 MR 97; however, the changes in rates are applied retroactively.  

Amends 38 CFR §21.7136. Authority 38 USC §501(a).

Contact:  June Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service,  Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.  

· Reduction of Debt Through the Performance of Work-Study Services -  Final Rule provides for reduction of outstanding VA educational and vocational rehabilitation debts through performance of work-study services.  

Effective 01 MY 97.  

Amends 38 CFR §1.929.  Authority 38 USC §501(a).  

Contact:  June Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service,  Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187.  

· Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program -  Notice of Fund Availability was published in the Federal Register, Wednesday, 02 AP 97.  

Authority: 38 CFR §17.700

Submission Deadline:  15 MY 97.  

Application Source:  Veterans Industries, 10770 North 46th Street (A 400), Tampa, FL  33617-3465; (813) 228-2871.  

Contact:  Mental Health Strategic Healthcare Group (116),  Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8442.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

