Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[June 1997]

· Active Duty Service Determinations for Civilian or Contractual Groups - Notice was published in the Federal Register, 07 JE 97.  The Secretary of the Air Force approved veterans status for (1) certain employees of Braniff Airways, who served overseas as a result of a contract with the Air Transport Command from 26 FE 42 - 14 AG 45, and (2) certain employees of Northeast Airlines Atlantic Division, who served overseas as a result of a contract with the Air Transport Command During from 07 DE 41 - 14 AG 45. 

Before an individual can receive any VA benefits, the person must first apply for an Armed Forces Discharge Certificate by filling out a DD Form 2168 and sending it to the following address: AFPC/DPPRP, 550 C St. West, Suite 11, Randolph Air Force Base, TX 78150-4713.

 Note:  Upon confirmation of eligibility, the DD Form 214 will be passed to the Awards and Decorations office to determine which ribbons the applicant is eligible to receive. Specific awards (i.e., Silver Star, Purple Heart, etc.) need separate justification.

USAF Contact:  Mr. James Johnston, Secretary of the Air Force Personnel Council (SAFPC), 1535 Command Drive-3d Floor-EE Wing, Andrews Air Force Base, MD 20762-7002.

· Enhanced-Use Development of the VAMC Mountain Home, TN - Notice published in the Federal Register, 17 JE 97.  VA intends to enter into a long-term lease with a private energy developer/producer to develop a new co-generation energy plant that would produce and sell energy to the MC and its partners.  In consideration, the MC would receive the benefits of a new state-of-the-art energy plant at no cost to the VA and utilities at discount.  

Contact: Robert Eidson, Capital Assets Manager, Office of the Director (00B), James H. Quillen VAMC Mountain Home, TN; telephone:  (423) 926-1171, x.7112 .  

· Enhanced-Use Development of the VAMC North Chicago, IL - Notice published in the Federal Register, 17 JE 97.  VA intends to enter into a long-term lease with a private energy developer/producer to develop a new co-generation energy plant that would produce and sell energy to the MC and its partners.  In consideration, the MC would receive the benefits of a new state-of-the-art energy plant at no cost to the VA and utilities at discount.  

Contact: Edward L. Bradley, III, Portfolio Manager, Office of Asset and Enterprise Development (189), Office of Facilities Management, Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-4307.

· Enhanced-Use Development of the VAMC West Palm Beach, FL - Notice published in the Federal Register, 17 JE 97.  VA intends to enter into a long-term lease with a developer to provide a child development center for the children of VAMC employees. 

Contact: Renee Badey, Office of Asset and Enterprise Development (189), Office of Facilities Management, Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-4307 .  

· Placement of Commercial Antennas on Federal Property - Notice published in the Federal Register, 16 JE 97.  The GSA bulletin provides general guidelines and processes for implementation of President Clinton's memorandum of August 10, 1995, entitled ``Facilitating Access to Federal Property for the Siting of Mobile Services,'' and section 704(c) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, Public Law 104-104.

Effective Date: June 11, 1997.

GSA Contact: Stanley C. Langfeld, Director, Real Property Policy, General Services Administration, (501-1737) 

VA Contact: George Szwarcman, Director, Real Property Management Office (184), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 565-5026 .   

· Muscle Injuries - Final Rule published in the Federal Register 03 JE 1997 amends the VA Schedule for Rating Disabilities (SRD) of muscle injuries to reflect advancements in medical science, and changes in commonly used medical terminology.   

Effective:  03 JY 1997; however, change in rates applied retroactively.  

Contact: Caroll McBrine, MD, Regulations Staff (213A), Compensation and Pension Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7230 .  

· Guidelines for Sensori-neural Aids - Interim final rule published in the Federal Register 03 JE 1997, pursuant to enactment of the Veterans’ Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 (PL 104-262), provides that VA will furnish needed sensori-neural aids (i.e., eyeglasses, contact lenses, hearing aids) to the following veterans:

1. Those with a compensable service-connected disability;

2. Those who are former prisoners of war;

3. Those in receipt of benefits under 38 USC 1151;

4. Those in receipt of increased pension based on the need for regular aid and attendance or by reason of being permanently housebound;

5. Those who have a visual or hearing impairment that resulted from the existence of another medical condition for which the veteran is receiving VA care, or which resulted from treatment of that medical condition;

6. Those with a significant functional or cognitive impairment evidenced by deficiencies in the ability to perform activities of daily living, but not including routinely occurring visual or hearing impairments; and

7. Those visually or hearing impaired so severely that the provision of sensori-neural aids is necessary to permit active participation in their own medical treatment.

Effective:  03 JY 1997; however, change in rates applied retroactively.  

Contact: Frederick Downs, Jr., Chief Consultant, Prosthetics and Sensory Aids Service Strategic Healthcare Group (113) , Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8515 .  

· Claims Based on Aggravation of a Nonservice-Connected Disability - Proposed Rule published in the Federal Register 04 JE 1997 amends VA’s adjudication regulations concerning secondary service connection of certain disabilities  pursuant to a 1995 CVA decision (Allen v. Brown).  The effect will be to compensate veterans for the degree to which the s/c disability aggravated the nsc disability (currently VA only compensated when the secondary nsc condition was entirely caused by the s/c disability).  

Contact: Judith Veres, Consultant, Judicial Review Staff (213C), Compensation and Pension Service, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7240 . 

· Career Transition Assistance  - Final Rule published in the Federal Register 09 JE 1997 requires Federal agencies to develop career transition assistance programs to help employees affected by downsizing obtain other employment, and to give hiring priority to surplus and displaces employees.  

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

