Significant Federal Register Submissions of Interest to

Veterans

[November 1997]

· Grants to States for Construction or Acquisition of State Home Facilities   - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 13 NO 97, to amend the `` priority ranking system for applications for grants to States for the construction or acquisition of State home facilities. This final rule provides that if the lowest ranking grant application receives only a partial grant in a fiscal year and if such grant award is partial solely because VA has insufficient funds for a full grant, the application would be placed at the top of the list within its priority group for the next fiscal year. 

Effective Date:  December 15, 1997. 

Contact: Ms. Kathleen Greve, Geriatrics and Extended Care Strategic Healthcare Group, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-8534 . 

· Advisory Committee Meetings  - The Department of Veterans Affairs published a notice in the Federal Register on 13 NO 97 giving notice that the Advisory Committee on Minority Veterans will meet from Monday, 08 DE 97 through Wednesday, 10 DE, in room 230, VA Central Office. 

Contact:  Crystal Lawrence-Greenwell, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-6708, prior to 05 DE 97 to attend. 

· Service Members Occupational Conversion and Training Act   - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register, 10 NO 97, to place deadlines for submitting the certifications needed for both periodic payments and lump-sum deferred-incentive payments under the Service Members Occupational Conversion and Training Act (SMOCTA). Since the Act has a sunset provision, all work for which payments are due has been completed. This proposal would allow VA to close the administration of SMOCTA. 

Send comments to: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. 

Comments Deadline: January 9, 1998. 

Contact: Ms. June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187 . 

· Fort Sill National Cemetery: Line Item Veto - The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) published a notice in the Federal Register, 04 NO 97, pursuant to Line Item Veto Act, canceling $900 thousand for planning a new national cemetery in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma [page 90 of House Report 105-297, dated October 6, 1997]. 

Citation: Cancellation No. 97-65. 

· Survivors and Dependents Education: Extension of Eligibility Period  - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register, 04 NO 97, to amended the ``Survivors' and Dependents' Educational Assistance Under 38 U.S.C. Chapter 35'' regulations. This document corrects an error contained in the rule published by VA on 30 OC 97, by changing the cross-references to refer to the new Sec. 21.3047. 

Effective Date: November 4, 1997. 

Contact: Ms. June C. Schaeffer, Assistant Director for Policy and Program Administration, Education Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; telephone:  (202) 273-7187 . 

The numbers listed in this document are not toll-free.

