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[June 1998]

· Criteria for Approving Flight Courses for Educational Assistance Programs - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published an interim final rule in the Federal Register on June 23, 1998, to revise the criteria to be used in approving flight courses for the education benefits programs VA administers. In large part, these amendments bring the approval criteria into agreement with various provisions of the Veterans' Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 and with the current regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration.  

Effective Date: This rule is effective June 23, 1998.    

Comments Deadline: August 24, 1998.  

· Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AI76.”    

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; (202) 273-7187.

· Veterans' Education: Effective Date for Awards of Educational Assistance to Veterans Who Were Voluntarily Discharged - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a final rule in the Federal Register on June 23, 1998, to establish effective dates of awards of educational assistance to certain voluntarily discharged veterans who are eligible for the Montgomery GI Bill--Active Duty (MGIB). The effective dates correspond with a statutory mandate for the effective dates. The final rule also clarifies that these veterans may not receive educational assistance for training that occurs before they pay the Federal government $1,200.

Effective Date: This rule is effective July 23, 1998.    

Contact:  William G. Susling, Jr., Education Advisor, Education Service (225C), Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; (202) 273-7187.

· The Enhanced-Use Development of the VAMC Sioux Falls, SD - The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a notice in the Federal Register on June 8, 1998 to designate the Veterans Affairs Medical Center at Sioux Falls, SD, for an Enhanced-Use Lease development. The Department intends to enter into a long-term lease of real property with the Children's Care Hospital and School (CCH&S). The CCH&S will construct and maintain a parking area on the site, and will, as consideration for the lease, provide specified facilities and services to the Department at no cost.

Contact: Jacob Gallun, Asset and Enterprise Development Office (189), Veterans Health Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; (202) 565-4307.
· Loan Guaranty: Requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) published a proposed rule in the Federal Register on June 3, 1998, to amend VA’s loan guaranty regulations concerning the requirements for Interest Rate Reduction Refinancing Loans (IRRRLs) by generally limiting these loans to instances where the veteran's monthly mortgage payment will decrease, and by requiring that the loans being refinanced either be current in their payments or meet certain credit standard provisions. This appears to be necessary to ensure that these loans are made only when they provide a real benefit to the veteran, and to protect the financial interest of the Government.  

Comments Deadline: August 3, 1998.  

Address: Director, Office of Regulations Management (02D), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Room 1154, Washington, DC 20420. Comments should indicate that they are submitted in response to “RIN 2900-AI92.” 

Contact: : Ms. Judith Caden, Assistant Director for Loan Policy (264), Loan Guaranty Service, Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420; (202) 273-7368.

· Secretary of Labor’s Advisory Committee for Veterans Employment and Training - The Department of Labor published a notice in the Federal Register on June 2, 1998 that the Secretary of Labor's Advisory Committee for Veterans' Employment and Training will meet on Monday, June 22, 1998, at the U.S. Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW., Room S-2508, Washington, DC 20210 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Agenda items include updates on the Interagency Task Force on Certification and Licensing of Military Personnel, pilot programs to ensure priority of service on America’s Job Bank/America’s Talent Bank, and Vocational Rehabilitation and Counseling.  

DOL Contact: : Ms. Polin Cohanne, Designated Federal Official, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Veterans' Employment and Training, U.S. Department of Labor, 200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room S-1315, Washington, DC 20210;  telephone:  (202) 219-9116.
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