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EA CD Manual Fixes 
OEAM publishes the Veterans Affairs (VA) Enterprise Architecture (EA) as a VA Intranet web 
site.  The Forrest tool generates the site as a set of static HTML pages referenced by standard 
URLs that are valid to users logged in to the VA Intranet.  During the generation process, the 
Forrest tool creates valid relative URLs for all the HTML pages that it references.  Forrest 
however, cannot affect references from objects it does not create.  The EAS extraction interface 
makes some adjustments for this situation by using the XML path (xpath) of the generated web 
pages to create a valid relative URL.  Unfortunately, it is not always possible to create a relative 
URL.  In these cases, absolute URLs, valid on the VA Intranet, are created.  These absolute 
URLs must be located and manually fixed for the EA CD to work outside the VA Intranet. 

The following specific manual fixes change absolute URLs that work on the web site into 
relative URLs valid on the EA CD independent of the VA Intranet.  Publishers will find files that 
support these manual fixes in folder “public\Manual Fixes” on the EA Production Server. 

Imbedded Absolute Metisweb References 

It is necessary to change some imbedded absolute metisweb references (such as 
http://vaww.eas.vaco.va.gov/eav4.2/metisweb/) to relative references (../../metisweb/).  This is a 
two-step process using common text tools. 

1. Find the string in the EA CD folder.  One approach is to use the Windows Explorer search mode 
as shown in the following screen print.  Whatever search tool you use, search for “COID*.html” 

 
2. Use a text editor to change all absolute strings to relative strings (../../metisweb/) in each of the 

found files.  There are usually about 6-10 files that require editing.  Note that some developers 
prefer TextPad since it has a convenient way of handling multiple text files, but even Microsoft 
NotePad will do the job. 
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Imbedded Absolute Excel References 

The VA EA contains compound models implemented as Excel spreadsheets.  Some of these 
spreadsheets contain URLs that reference external documents on the EA Production Server.  The 
root path to external documents on the VA Intranet is http://vaww.eas.vaco.va.gov/open/ea/.  
However, the CD is required to operate outside the VA Intranet.  In this case, replace the root 
path with a relative reference to folder extDocs on the CD.  (For example, the Cyber Security 
Reference Model (CSRM) requires a root path in cell AH2 changed to “../../”.) 

1. Copy three Excel files, Cyber Security Planning Reference Model.xls, Cyber Security 
Implementation Reference Model.xls, and VA Privacy Reference Model.xls, from folder 
“public\Manual Fixes” on the Production Server to folder extDocs\ea\policy\security\ in the CD 
directory.  These files have been fixed to “../../” according to the rules described above. 

2. Copy the Excel file PRM to Project Line of Sight.xls from folder “public\Manual Fixes” on the 
Production Server to extDocs\ea\FEA\Project Line of Sight.xls in the CD directory.  This file has 
been fixed to “../” according to the rules described above. 

Note that the person manually fixing any document for the CD must also verify that this is the 
published version of the model. 

References to Other VA Intranet Web Sites 

There are a few references in the EA web site to related VA Intranet web sites.  These links will 
fail if they selected outside of the Intranet.  The EA Dynamic Query Capability 
(Process...Decision Support...Dynamic Query Capability) references the Dynamic Query 
Interface Intranet web site.  The solution is to imitate this capability on the CD since this site is 
unavailable outside the Intranet.   

1. Copy files COID-99999.html and DQI Screen Shot.jpg from folder “public\Manual Fixes” on the 
Production Server to the process/support folder in the CD directory. 

2. Edit the DQI anchor in COID-34393.html to <a href="./COID-99999.html">Enterprise 
Architecture DQI</a>. 

Now CD users will get a static screen shot of the Dynamic Query Capability.  They will have to 
visit the real thing on the VA Intranet to perform real dynamic queries. 

Self Assessment and Certification Documents for OMB 

The final CD set for OMB contains required assessment and certification documents not 
hyperlinked from any EA web page: 

• VA Action Plan Evidentiary Deliverable.pdf 
• EA IV&V Statement of Work.pdf 
• EA IV&V Assessment Slides.pps 
• EA Transmittal Letter to OMB.tif 

These files must be copied from folder “public\Manual Fixes\VA Action Plan” on the Production 
Server to the root level of the CD. 


