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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 8, 2006
VA Rehabilitation Chief Receives Top National Honor

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association Honors Beck
WASHINGTON – Lucille B. Beck, a senior executive with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), has recently received the top honor from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.

“Dr. Beck stands in the front-ranks of VA’s health care professionals, where so many are tops in their fields,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson. “Our veterans have earned the right to world-class health care, which can only be provided by world-class health care professionals, like Dr. Beck.”

Beck is VA’s Director of Audiology and Speech Pathology and Chief Consultant for its Rehabilitation Services.  She received the “Honors of the Association” Award during the association national convention in Miami Nov. 16-18.  The award recognizes distinguished contributions to the field of speech, language and hearing and is the highest honor the association confers. 

“VA is extremely pleased that this important association has selected Dr. Beck to receive this prestigious award,” said Dr. Michael D. Kussman, VA’s Acting Under Secretary of Health. “She is one of our top leaders and an internationally respected administrator, policy-maker, researcher, clinician, and educator.”

Kussman noted that Beck’s achievements include increasing professional recognition for speech-language pathologists and audiologists throughout VA; pioneering the use of evidence-based practice in the field, and developing and managing the federal hearing health care program.
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A VA employee for nearly 30 years, Beck has initiated groundbreaking collaborations between the VA and the Department of Defense to develop the first distance-learning doctoral program in audiology.  Her recent efforts included increasing the understanding of polytrauma and blast complications for speech, language and hearing.
“I am privileged to work for VA,” Beck said. “VA has allowed me the opportunity to develop a world class system for comprehensive hearing, communications and rehabilitation programs for veterans.  This award also reflects on VA’s support for these critically important programs.” 
Beck received her bachelor’s degree at Adelphi University and her master’s and Ph.D. from the University of Maryland.  She began working at the VA in 1977 as an audiologist at the VA Medical Center in Washington. 
She became chief of the audiology section in 1984; and has been chief and coordinator of the VA National Hearing Program since 1995.  She became national director of the Audiology and Speech Pathology Service in 1996 and was named chief consultant of the VA’s Rehabilitation Services Group in 2002. 
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