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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 26, 2002

Grant Established for Wheelchair Game Participant

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has announced creation of an annual grant up to $1,000 to pay the expenses of one veteran each year to National Veterans Wheelchair Games.

The grant, named the Michael Rosenberg Athletic Award, was established by Robin L. Higgins, under secretary of memorial affairs, in honor of her grandfather, a World War I veteran.

"I grew up with stories of the sacrifice and daily struggle of my grandfather, who lost both legs and an arm due to an illness contracted after returning from the war," Higgins said. "The men and women who take part in the National Veterans Wheelchair Games embody the spirit of patriotism, self-sacrifice and guts."

Her grandfather, Michael "Red" Rosenberg, was raised in Long Branch, N.J.  He served in the 27th Aero Squadron from 1917-1919.  He was treated in military hospitals and VA facilities after losing his legs and an arm to disease.  He died in 1933 at the age of 34.

The grant will go to a first-time athlete receiving treatment in a VA facility who would be unable to participate in the Wheelchair Games without financial assistance.  The selection will be made by VA's under secretary for health.  
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