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Matt BrodskyMatt BrodskyMatt BrodskyMatt BrodskyMatt Brodsky provided data from the
OHSU/PADRECC DBS program for "The
North American Survey of Placement and
Adjustment Techniques for Deep Brain Stimu-
lation"

Respondents to the survey have implanted
DBS  into 3,657 patients.  The survey exam-
ined the timing for bilaterally implated pa-
tients, types of stereotactic frames used,
imaging studies performed, clinical assess-
ments, adjustment techniques and out-
comes, and medication management.*

*Details of this survey will be covered in the
June Insider.

***************

Chung KA, Nutt JG Chung KA, Nutt JG Chung KA, Nutt JG Chung KA, Nutt JG Chung KA, Nutt JG (2004). [P04.140]  The
Effects of Paroxetine on Clinical Response
to Levodopa in Parkinson's Disease.

Objective:Objective:Objective:Objective:Objective:  To quantify the clinical effect of
blockade of the serotonergic transporter
(SERT) on levodopa response in subjects
with Parkinson's disease.

***************

Nutt JG,Nutt JG,Nutt JG,Nutt JG,Nutt JG, Carter JH, Sexton GJ (2004).
[S38.003] Inhibition of the Dopamine Trans-
porter Augments the Effects of Levodopa in
Parkinson's Disease.

Objective: Objective: Objective: Objective: Objective:  To examine the effects of meth-
ylphenidate (MPD), an inhibitor of the dopam-
ine transporter (DAT) on the response to
levodopa in Parkinson's disease (PD).

***************

Swarztrauber K, Anau J, Graf E Swarztrauber K, Anau J, Graf E Swarztrauber K, Anau J, Graf E Swarztrauber K, Anau J, Graf E Swarztrauber K, Anau J, Graf E (2004).
[P03.068] VA Provider Preferences for In-
volvement of Specialists in the Care of
Patients with Parkinson's Disease.

Objective:Objective:Objective:Objective:Objective:  To obtain a greater under-
standing of the factors influencing pro-
vider preferences for specialty involve-
ment in Parkinson's disease and to com-
pare VA healthcare provider preferences
for specialty involvement to national phy-
sician preferences.

***************
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O n  M a r c h  2 5 t h ,  R u t h  A n n  Ts u k u d a ,  J o h n  B o o s s ,  a n d  B i l l  M a r k s  s p e n t  t h e
a f t e r n o o n  o n  C a p i t o l  H i l l  a d d r e s s i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  S u b c o m m i t t e e  f o r
Ve te rans  A f fa i r s '  Workg roup  on  Pa rk inson ' s  d i sease .   The  even t  was  o rgan i zed
b y  T h e  H o n o r a b l e  L a n e  E v a n s ,  a n d  a t t e n d e d  b y  a  v a r i e t y  o f  C o n g r e s s i o n a l
s t a f f ,  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  VA i n c l u d i n g  D r s .  K u s s m a n  a n d  R o s w e l l ,  a n d  a
la rge  con t i ngency  o f  advoca tes  f r om the  Pa rk inson ' s  Ac t i on  Ne twork .

W e  p r o v i d e d  a  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  m a d e  b y  t h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e
s i x  PA D R E C C s  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e i r  c l i n i c a l ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  m i s s i o n s .
B i l l  o f fered a  succ inc t  ye t  comprehens ive rev iew of  the var ie ty  o f  c l in ica l  serv ices
p rov ided  by  PADRECC,  i nc lud ing  Coopera t i ve  Study  #468 .   He  a l so  h igh l i gh ted
the  d ive rse  research  endeavors  o f  each  ind iv idua l  PADRECC.

A n o t h e r  m a j o r  t o p i c  o f  i n t e r e s t  w a s  t h e  PA D R E C C s '  e f f o r t s  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o
other members of the VA community to create a consort ium of individuals throughout
the  VA sys tem who  have  an  in te res t  i n  Park inson 's  d i sease  and  o the r  movement
d i s o r d e r s .   T h e  e m p h a s i s  w a s  o n  i n c r e a s i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g  p r o v i d e r s  i n
the  VA and  PADRECC s ta f f  t o  enhance  c l i n i ca l  se rv i ces  fo r  ve te rans ,  to  conduc t
innovat ive research, and address the diverse educat ional needs of health providers,
ve te rans ,  and  the i r  f am i l i es .

D r s .  K u s s m a n  a n d  R o s w e l l  o f f e r e d  r e m a r k s  s u p p o r t i n g  PA D R E C C  e f f o r t s ,  a s
d i d  C o n g r e s s m a n  E v a n s ,  a n d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  a s  w e l l .   T h i s
was a very quick, 2.5 hour interact ion, but certainly offered PADRECC an opportunity
t o  s h a r e  o u r  c e n t e r s '  p r o g r e s s .
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The PADRECCs and MIRECCs are col laborat ing with each other on several act ivi t ies
a t  t h e  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .   I n  M a r c h ,  J a y  N u t t  w a s  t h e  s p e a k e r  f o r  t h e
N o r t h w e s t  N e t w o r k ' s  M I R E C C  P r e s e n ts  o n  " C o g n i t i v e  a n d  B e h a v i o r a l  A s p e c ts
o f  P a r k i n s o n ' s  D i s e a s e . "   T h i s  v i d e o  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  b r o a d c a s t e d  t o  a l l  VA
s i t e s  w i t h i n  V I S N  2 0 .   W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n
ac t i v i t i es .
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Please  mark  your  ca lendars  fo r  the  nex t  PADRECC Vte l  Ser ies :

May 12th - Jay Nutt, MD Autonomic Dysfunction in Parkinson's Disease
May 26th - Matt Brodsky, MD Dystonia:  Classification and Treatment
June 23rd - Jim Leverenz, MD Neuropsychiatric Complications in Parkinson's Disease
July 14th - Steve Johnson, MD PhD Levodopa Induced Dyskinesia
July 28th - Penny Hogarth, MD Huntington's Disease
August 11th - Kathy Chung, MD Tics and Myoclonus
August 25th - Ali Samii, MD Tremor:  Classification , Differential Diagnosis, and Treatment

Tempo and  CEU c red i ts  w i l l  be  ava i lab le  fo r  a t tendees .
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The Port land VA Medical  Center and OHSU Parkinson's Center of  Oregon wi l l  jo int ly
p resen t   t he  Second  Annua l  Hun t ing ton ' s  D isease  Sympos ium on  Sunday,  June
6 th .   The  Sympos ium i s  i n tended  fo r  those  who  have  HD,  fami l y  members ,  and
caretakers .   Speakers  inc lude Penny Hogarth,  MD  and Les l ie  Ruminsk i ,  MSW  as
we l l  as  severa l  p resen te rs  fo r  b reakou t  g roups  wh ich  w i l l  i nc lude  top ics  such  as
Community Resources, Emotional Coping, Legal Issues, and Genetics.  The symposium
is intended to provide practical information to those affected by HD, give an understanding
o f  cu r ren t  HD research ,  and  to  p rov ide  a  message  o f  hope .   I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
rece i ve  a  b rochu re  fo r  t he  sympos ium,  ask  Be tsy  Repasky  a t  ex t .  51091 .
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