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VA Accepts Land Donation For New National Cemetery in Georgia

Washington, D.C. – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has accepted the offer of a land donation from the estate of the late D. Scott Hudgens, Jr., to develop a national cemetery for Georgia's veterans.

Acting Secretary of Veterans Affairs Hershel W. Gober made the decision based on a recently completed environmental assessment of the property.  The assessment found no negative impact on the surrounding area.

 “We are honored that Mr. Hudgens, a distinguished veteran of World War II and Normandy, demonstrated his profound patriotism with a gesture that will benefit veterans and their families for many generations,” Gober said.

Hudgens, an Atlanta commercial developer and philanthropist who died in October, donated 775 acres in Cherokee County to the federal government for construction of the national cemetery. 
The property, located approximately 35 miles from Atlanta, was VA’s preferred site for the future cemetery after officials examined it and 11 other sites.  It will serve the estimated 400,000 veterans of the Atlanta metropolitan area living within 75 miles of the site.

Congress awarded funds in fiscal year 2001 for master planning, design and preparation of construction documents for several new national cemeteries, including one in Georgia.  Once VA has title, it will take up to two years to complete the initial planning and design of the cemetery.  Actual construction will require additional appropriations and time.  VA projects the Atlanta cemetery to be open for burials within five years.

 --more--
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Gober praised the Georgia congressional delegation for its strong support during the cemetery's site selection process, and added that gaining the site by donation rather than purchase saves several million dollars and decreases the time VA needs to make the new facility operational.

In a report to Congress earlier this year, VA identified Atlanta, Sacramento, Detroit, Miami, Pittsburgh and Oklahoma City among the areas of greatest need for national cemeteries, based on veteran population. 

VA intends to accelerate its planning, land acquisition, design and construction of six new national veterans cemeteries over the next five years, as required by the Veterans Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act. 


VA opened five national cemeteries since 1997, representing the largest expansion of the national cemetery system since its beginnings in the Civil War.  VA's goal is to increase the percentage of veterans served by a national or state veterans cemetery within 75 miles of their residence to 88 percent by 2006.  Currently, more than 75 percent of veterans live within that distance.


Information on VA burial benefits can be obtained from national cemetery offices or by calling VA regional offices toll-free on 1-800-827-1000, or from VA web sites on the Internet at http://www.va.gov or http://www.cem.va.gov.
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