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Agreement Reached on VA Nurse Education

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senior health care officials of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) signed an agreement Dec. 18 with three professional nursing organizations to improve career opportunities within VA for nurses with associate degrees.  Nurses are the largest group of health care providers within VA’s health care system. 

VA is partnering with the American Association of Community Colleges, the Association of Community College Trustees and the National Organization for Associate Degree Nursing to ensure that nurses with associate degrees continue to have a role as VA health care providers, with opportunity for additional education.  

"With the varied roles and multiple settings for patient care delivery today, VA will continue to have important positions for associate degree nurses," said VA Under Secretary for Health Dr. Thomas L. Garthwaite.

Associate degree nurses who meet performance requirements could be eligible for a waiver of the baccalaureate degree in nursing required for advancement. 

 VA provides health care to nearly 4 million veterans annually at more than 1,200 sites of care across the nation.  Nurses seeking more information on employment opportunities in VA health care can call the VA Placement Service at 1-800-949-0002.  
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