Department of Veterans Affairs

VA DIRECTIVE 0720   

Washington, DC  20420

Transmittal Sheet

VA Directive 0720





VA Directive 0720    


Department of Veterans Affairs

VA DIRECTIVE 0720   

Washington, DC  20420





Transmittal Sheet

January 24, 2000

PILOT PROGRAM TO ARM VA POLICE
1.  REASON FOR ISSUE:  To establish policy, responsibilities and management direction in the implementation of a pilot program to arm VA police officers.

2.  SUMMARY OF CONTENTS/MAJOR CHANGES:  This directive sets forth the policies and responsibilities in establishing and maintaining a 1 year pilot program to arm VA police officers at selected Veteran Health Administration facilities.  It contains:

   a.  Policy statements regarding the management of the program from Central Office and at field facilities;

   b.  The training of Department Police Officers in firearms usage; and

   c.  Responsibilities for implementing and managing the program, to include those of the Deputy Assistant Secretary for Security & Law Enforcement.

3.  RESPONSIBLE OFFICE:  The  Police and Security Service (07B), Office of Security & Law Enforcement, is responsible for the material contained in this directive.

4.  RELATED HANDBOOKS:  There is no handbook for this directive.  Implementing guidelines are contained in the attached Appendix.

5.  RESCISSION:  June 1, 1997 (18 months following date of directive).
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PILOT PROGRAM TO ARM VA POLICE
1.  PURPOSE.  This directive implements certain provisions found in Title 38, Section 904.  This pertains to the Secretary's authority to furnish Department police officers with such weapons as the Secretary determines to be necessary and appropriate to ensure the maintenance of law and order and the protection of persons and property on Department property.  It provides policies to establish a pilot program to provide firearms to VA police officers.

2.  POLICY.  The Department of Veterans Affairs will conduct a pilot program for 1 year during which VA police officers at designated Veterans Health Administration (VHA) facilities will be armed.  This test will determine the feasibility of providing firearms to officers at additional VHA facilities nationwide.  Officers will be armed at a test site following the approval of a facility implementation plan, the successful training and qualification of the officers, and a confirmation that the officers are physically qualified, emotionally stable and free of any significant criminal record.

3.  RESPONSIBILITIES
   a.  Secretary of Veterans Affairs.  The Secretary of Veterans Affairs will furnish Department police officers with such weapons and related equipment as the Secretary determines to be necessary and appropriate.

   b.  Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and Administration.  The Assistant Secretary for Human Resources and Administration will ensure the appropriate implementation and operation of this program.

   c.  Deputy Assistant Secretary for Security & Law Enforcement.  The Deputy Assistant Secretary for Security & Law Enforcement will oversee and monitor this pilot program.  This will include:

   (1)  Ensuring that each participating facility has a comprehensive plan that is consistent with requirements of the Attorney General.

   (2)  Ensuring that only appropriately trained and qualified officers will be provided a firearm.

   d.  Facility Directors.  Directors of VHA facilities included in this pilot program will ensure that all requirements and facility responsibilities are fulfilled.

4.  REFERENCES
     a.  38 U.S.C. §§ 38 901-904

      b.  38 C.F.R. § 1.218
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