Appendix F

Proposed Topics and Concepts
QUERI-HIV

Proposed Projects for 2003

	Working Group / Theme
	Participants
	Potential Research Questions/Topics
	Status

	Access to Mental Health Care for those with HIV-and Mental Illness
	San Diego: Sam Bozzette, Allen Gifford, Candice Bowman, Hamp Atkinson,

Pittsburgh: Amy Kilborne, 

Boston: Terry Keane

Little Rock: Jeff Pyne
	Screening for mental illness in HIV clinics and for HIV in mental health clinics using “Partners in Care” or similar tools.  

Improving drug management and adherence for mentally ill patients with HIV.


	Aim for 11/03 submission



	Antiretroviral Drug Resistance Testing 
	San Diego: Sam Bozzette, Tamara Slipchenko, Henry Tam, Candice Bowman 

Los Angeles: Matt Goetz 

Palo Alto: Mark Holodniy


	Are guidelines for assessing HIV resistance being followed?

How are the results reported and where are they stored?

How are the results of HIV resistance testing being used?

What is the usability of resistance-testing results in current formats? Will access to computerized decision-making algorithms over conventional reports enable physicians to make better decisions? Will providing expert advice enhance either or both of these modes?

What has been the impact of HIV resistance testing in the VA?  Has it affected virologic, clinical, or economic outcome? 

 
	LOI submitted: 02/03

Proposal will be submitted: 5/03 

	Co-Morbidities 
	San Diego: Sam Bozzette, Candice Bowman

Boston: Deborah Cotton, Catherine Fleming

Palo Alto: Sophia Chang

Los Angeles: Matt Goetz

Pittsburgh:  Amy Justice

San Francisco:  Teresa Wright, Phyllis Tien


	What are the optimal strategies for diagnosing and managing emerging chronic conditions associated with HIV infection, such as Hepatitis B and C Virus co-infection?
	Aim for 11/03 submission


	Patient Education and Self-Management Strategies 
	San Diego: Allen Gifford, Candice Bowman, Erick Groessl

Palo Alto: Mark Holodniy

Los Angeles:  Matt Goetz

Cincinnati: Joel Tsevat, Joe Mrus 

Los Angeles:  Steve Asch


	How can HIV patients “activated” towards getting  more involvement in their care?

Do assessments of preferences, beliefs, and attitudes provide insights into ways to improve HIV care?

Are education and self-management strategies effective in preventing spread of disease?

Are education and self-management strategies effective in improving and maintaining function and quality of life?
	Aim for 11/03 submission

	Screening and Prevention

	Los Angeles:  Steve Asch

Palo Alto: Douglas Owens, Mark Holodniy 

San Diego: Sam Bozzette, Allen Gifford, Candice Bowman

Cincinnati: Joe Mrus
	Provider-based strategies:

What are provider and/or organizational barriers to screening? 

Do provider perceptions of patient risk impede screening? What proportion of patients do primary care providers believe to be at risk? How does this compare to actual rates?  At what threshold would they screen?

How do these barriers differ for acute versus chronic infection?

Is the variation in these barriers more at the facility or the provider level?  How does it differ by setting (e.g., primary care, urgent care, behavioral health)

What interventions to increase screening are most acceptable to providers and are most likely to be effective? (i.e., mandates, electronic reminders, and standing orders)

Patient-based strategies:

Are there specific patient barriers to screening that are unique to the VA setting? For example, do patients mistrust the VA more than other providers of screening?

What is the effectiveness of direct patient educational activities in increasing screening rates?


	Aim for 5/03 submission




	HIV/ AIDS Care Access 
	VASDHS: Sam Bozzette, Henry Tam, Candice Bowman, Tamara Slipchenko, Allen Gifford
	Casefinding algorithm to be used to accurately define VA HIV population (that is, define false negatives and positives in the Immunology Case Registry).

Improve care access by facilitating identification into the Immunology Case Registry 

Summarize HIV care process and outcomes measures that identify best practices and delineate access deficits 
	Proposal will be submitted 5/03 



	Quality Enhancement Database Development and Maintenance


	VASDHS: Sam Bozzette, Henry Tam, Tamara Slipchenko, Candice Bowman, Allen Gifford
	Add (1) HRQOL and other QUERI-B survey results and (2) labs and resistance-testing results

Validate with data from the National Patient Care Database, patient charts

Complete documentation for future releases

Maintain database, support ongoing and future additions, investigations, and releases.


	Depends on funding opportunities; some aspects will be pursued with core resources, some with private funds, and some may be folded into an IIR or RO1.
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