
Scenario SOE-003.  Surgical Resident with Order Entry Privileges

Mr. Patient, a 67-year-old man with a diagnosis of coronary artery disease, arrives at the Same Day Services Unit.  After being admitted, Mr. Patient proceeds to the Cardiac Catheterization Laboratory for a radial artery catheterization procedure to determine the location and severity of coronary blockages.  After the ancillary department has processed the test results, the Physician receives and reviews the results electronically and consults with Mr. Patient.  The Physician recommends Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery to bypass the occluded arteries and create new routes for blood to flow to the heart muscle.  Mr. Patient agrees to have the procedure performed and is admitted to an inpatient facility.

Under the supervision of a Surgeon, the Surgical Resident reviews the bypass procedure with Mr. Patient along with the anticipated recovery process and time period.

The Surgical Resident reviews Mr. Patient’s admitting information, noting that his Advance Directive indicates “Do Not Resuscitate (DNR).”  The Surgical Resident explains to Mr. Patient that he cannot have a DNR in effect prior to the surgery, but that he will enter an order for the DNR after the surgery.
The Surgical Resident places the following orders in Mr. Patient’s EHR: instructions to the Surgical Intensive Care Unit (SICU) nursing staff <<POE-013 New Nursing Order>> and the necessary post-operative medications <<POE-007 New Inpatient Medication Order>>.

After the surgery, the Surgical Resident visits Mr. Patient in the SICU to tell him that the surgery was successful.  Per the patient’s request, the Surgical Resident enters the DNR order <<POE-026 New DNR Order>> into the EHR.
Over the next five days, the Surgical Resident checks on Mr. Patient’s progress and documents in the EHR the necessary adjustments to the medication and nursing orders <<POE-008 Change/Discontinue Inpatient Medication Order>>, <<POE-014 Change/Discontinue Nursing Order>>.

In preparation for discharge, the Surgical Resident discontinues the medication, nursing, and DNR <<POE-027 Change/Discontinue DNR Order>> orders.

The Surgical Resident also adds his/her electronic signature to all of the orders entered into the EHR.
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