
Scenario SPD-004.  Nurse in Pre-Op Setting with Perform Documentation Privileges

Mr. Patient, a 19-year-old college student and collegiate football player with a knee injury requiring surgical intervention, arrives at an Outpatient facility and is admitted by the Admitting Clerk.  Mr. Patient provides his health insurance information, emergency contact numbers and information for an advance directive.  Mr. Patient receives a patient ID band with his name, date-of-birth, medical record number, and hospital admission date and secures it around his wrist.

The Nurse working in an Outpatient Pre-Operative Unit receives Mr. Patient and orients him to the room.  The Nurse scans the patient’s ID band, verifies his name on the list of surgical patients, and notes that his operative time is 10:30 a.m. for an Arthroscopy of the Right Knee.
He is told to disrobe, place his belongings into a bag, and put on a hospital gown.  Mr. Patient is given warming blankets.
While the patient is undressing, the Nurse accesses the patient’s medical record within the facility’s Electronic Health Record (EHR) to once again verify the operative procedure to be performed.  The Nurse verifies and documents that Mr. Patient’s pre-op x-ray reports and lab results, performed one week earlier, are in the EHR.  The Nurse also verifies that the surgical consent for the Arthroscopy of the Right Knee, the anesthesia consent, and the blood transfusion consent forms are also in the EHR.
The Nurse notices that the patient has not signed the blood transfusion consent form.  Mr. Patient signs it using a digitized signature on a tablet PC <<PPD-032 New Consents and Authorizations>>.  The Nurse records that he/she witnessed the patient’s signature <<PPD-033 Edit/Addend/Sign Consents and Authorizations>> in the EHR.  Additionally, Mr. Patient has donated his own blood in advance and requests that he receive no donor blood.  The Nurse records Mr. Patient’s request in the EHR <<PPD-036 New Patient/Family Preference>>.  The Nurse also records in the EHR that Mr. Patient has provided a copy of his advance directive <PPD-034 Record Presence or Absence of Advance Directives>>.

The Nurse takes his height, weight, and vital signs, recording the values in the EHR.
The Nurse sees that Mr. Patient displays difficulty bearing weight on his right knee.  When he returns to lie on his bed, the Nurse looks at his right knee.  The Nurse notes that the patient has difficulty ambulating and that his right knee is markedly swollen, as compared to his left knee, and records her assessment in the EHR.

The Nurse provides Mr. Patient with an indelible marker and asks him to write a ‘YES’ on his right knee, which is the surgical site.  The Nurse confirms the site and side and documents in the EHR that Mr. Patient marked the surgical site.

The Nurse asks when Mr. Patient last ate food and drank liquids and he responds with “last night at 11 p.m.”  The Nurse records the NPO status in the EHR.
The Nurse asks the patient if he has any allergies, to which he responds that he is allergic to bees and to penicillin.  The Nurse asks what happens when he is exposed and Mr. Patient states that his body swells up and it is difficult to breathe when stung by a bee, and that he got itchy as a child when he took penicillin for an infection.  The Nurse updates the patient allergy information in the EHR to include the specifics of the allergic reaction <<PPD-019 New Patient Allergy or Adverse Reaction >>.

The surgeon has ordered an IV be started and that pre-op medication be administered prior to surgery.  The Nurse starts the IV of D5W and also administers the medication via the IV line.  The Nurse records that the IV D5W was started TKO, and that the medication was administered, also specifying the time, dose, and route.  No untoward reactions were observed.

The Nurse provides Mr. Patient with additional warming blankets.  When it is time for surgery, the Nurse sees that the patient is transferred onto a gurney and wheeled towards the Surgical Unit.
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