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Annual Former Prisoners of War Recognition Ceremony Occurs April 8

        Albuquerque, N.M. – The New Mexico Veterans Affairs Health Care System conducts its


annual former prisoners of war recognition ceremony 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Thursday, April 8, 

Education Building #39 Auditorium, Albuquerque Veterans Affairs Medical Center campus.

                    The event features four former prisoners of war from World War II, as well as from the Korean and 

Vietnam Wars participating in a panel discussion, which will also include a granddaughter of a panelist.

        The program observes Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day celebrated nationally April 9.  

Nearly a third of the 125,213 Americans surviving captivity were estimated to be alive as of January 2004.  

Approximately 142,219 of our nation’s military personnel were captured and interned during World War I,

World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, the Somalia and Kosovo conflicts and 

Operation Iraqi Freedom.  There were no servicemembers reported missing in action from the Bosnia 

Deployment or from Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.  Of the total prisoners of wars returned

to U.S. military control, an estimated 35,900 were living as of the end of 2003.

         Former American prisoners of war are eligible for special veterans benefits, including enrollment in

Dept. of Veterans Affairs’ medical care for treatment in Dept. of Veterans Affairs’ hospitals and clinics

without copayments, as well as disability compensation for select injuries and diseases that have been 

generally associated with internment.  For more information on prisoners of wars’ Dept. of Veterans Affairs’ 

health benefits, contact LeRoy Garcia, chief, Enrollment Section, at (505) 265-1711, extension 4522.
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