Draft TIWG Issues List





Below are candidate issues for consideration by the Technical Integration Working Group (TIWG).  The issues are presented in a suggested priority order.  The TIWG is asked to review this list and comment upon the content and order at its meeting on 6 January 1997.


The Use of the MSIM Approach to Military Treatment Facility (MTF)/Clinic infrastructure


The Tri-Service Infrastructure Program Office (TIMPO) has proposed that the Air Force-developed Medical Systems Infrastructure Modernization (MSIM) program be applied to modernize the MHSS infrastructure on a regional basis.  Detailed recommendations will be submitted to the TIWG for acceptance, rejection or modification.  The TIWG should forward agreed to recommendations to the Principal Assistant Secretary of Defense for establishment of policy.  [Extracts from the TIMPO Concept of Operations]


Preferred Technology for Support of MHSS Video Teleconferencing


Two alternative solutions are being advocated - the use of N.E.T. IDNX multiplexer technology or Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) switch technology.


MHSS Management Issues


Network and Systems Management for MTFs and Clinics - development of a common management framework defining management requirements and processes, plus the preferred technology for execution.


Enterprise-wide Network Management - development of an MHSS-wide management framework, addressing the need for coordinated monitoring and management between management domains, including interfacing with Defense Information Systems Network (DISN), other Global Combat Support System (GCSS) and Global Command and Communications System (GCCS) domains.


Address Management for the MHSS - an enterprise-wide approach to naming and addressing of MHSS assets (users, servers, applications, databases, etc., including the provision of distributed directory services.


Security management within the MHSS - e.g. key management, access control list management in a distributed environment.


Standardization Issues


Application of JTA mandates - which standards are applicable to the MHSS and how should their adoption be enforced?


MHSS-related additions to the JTA - what standards should be added? Should TIWG sponsor a Medical Supplement?


Representation of the MHSS interests in the JTA process - e.g. active participation backed up by an MHSS Standards Advisory Group - liaison with Service representatives on the JTA groups.


Refinement of the Health Technical Reference Model (HTRM) - specific choices of health-related standards.


Defense Information Infrastructure (DII) Common Operating Environment (COE) Issues


Future requirements for the Medical Configuration Definition (MCD) of the COE.


Criteria for a waiver of the Windows NT operating system policy for servers.


Representation of MHSS interests in the DII COE processes.


Workstation and Server Issues


Hardware configuration of the standard MHSS workstation - update of current configuration.


Hardware configuration for a standard MHSS application server.


Hardware configuration for a standard MHSS database server. 


Application mix on MHSS servers.


Application mix on MHSS workstations.


Reconciliation of operation in sustaining base and theater environments.


Office Automation Issues


Integration of the Defense Messaging System (DMS) into the MHSS - relation to Service-led initiatives - naming, addressing and directory issues - administration and control - utilization, particularly with respect to transfer of patient data over E-mail.


Standardized Office Automation software for the MHSS - implementation of JTA mandates - impact on cross-functional integration needs.


Technology Issues


Determination and servicing of bandwidth requirements for wide area networking.


Execution of the object technology policy for the MHSS.


Integration of telemedicine technology into the MHSS.


Applications of intranet technology in the MHSS.


ATM to the desktop.


The need for a standard MHSS development environment/toolkit
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