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March 20, 2002
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CELEBRATES 13TH ANNIVERSARY 

DALLAS, TX  —  The proud history of Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) extends 137 years from Abraham Lincoln’s second inaugural address in March 1865, when our 16th president spoke of America’s promise to “…care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan.”
 From 1930 to 1988, VA added hospitals, clinics, nursing homes, Vet Centers, and research centers to the assets America needed to dignify and honor the service and sacrifices of her defenders.  During that time, VA medical professionals cared for an ever-increasing population of veterans whose service in peacetime and in war ranged from World War II to Vietnam and across the Cold War.  

 The VA of 2002 is not our fathers’ VA – we have grown beyond the brick and mortar edifices of the last century.  We have risen above the plodding, statistic-driven services that so frustrated countless millions of veterans.  We have left behind the old notions of hospitalization.  As we celebrate our 13th year as a Cabinet-level department, we care for veterans as people – as our neighbors and friends and family.  We explore new medical technologies that will help all Americans.  We comfort victims of floods, earthquakes and terrorism.  We are there to serve our communities.

· more –

– add one – 13th Anniversary

Alan G. Harper, VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) director says,  “The commitment of our employees to serve this community is unfailing.  We work together to provide the highest quality health care, improve access to care, and be an employer of choice.  We participate in community projects, including painting local houses, raising funds for the Combined Federal Campaign, and conducting health screenings in various locations.  VANTHCS could not achieve its goals without dedicated people who love veterans and remember the past sacrifices they made for our freedom today.”
On Veterans Day last year, President Bush said, “Our veterans gave America some of the best years of their lives and stood ready to give life itself.  For that, America's 25 million veterans have the deep respect of their fellow citizens and the enduring gratitude of a nation they so nobly served.”

If you are a veteran interested in eligibility for VA health care, please call 1-800-849-3597, extension 71343 or 71434.

# # #

     Department of Veterans Affairs North Texas Health Care System:


Dallas Veterans Affairs Medical Center


Fort Worth Outpatient Clinic


Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center in Bonham
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















