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April 23, 2002
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LIFE IS EASIER TODAY FOR WWII VETERAN WHO EXEMPLIFIES TRUE AMERICAN SPIRIT 

DALLAS, TX  —  Arthur Hanson of Dallas was on a U.S. Navy ship off the Iwo Jima shoreline in February 1945 when U.S. Marines attacked the Japanese stronghold in the Pacific.  He witnessed the carnage as Marines were evacuated to his ship during the battle.  


Hanson returned from the war and now spends much of his time volunteering at Dallas VA Medical Center.  During National Volunteer Week, April 21-27, 2002, VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) will honor Hanson and a host of others for their volunteer service to veterans.  Mr. Hanson has volunteered at VANTHCS for 25 years, logging over 23,576 hours along with his wife, Rose, who has logged 41,589 hours in the past 48 years.

President George W. Bush called Americans to action during his Jan. 29 State of the Union Address by encouraging volunteers to help build stronger communities and a stronger nation.  This volunteer spirit is alive and well at VANTHCS.  Last year 1,262 volunteers logged 119,560 hours at the Dallas, Bonham and Fort Worth facilities. 

VANTHCS Director Alan Harper says, “If you want to celebrate the true American spirit, spend a few minutes with one of our VA volunteers.  They have the spirit of service and compassion we rely on to provide the best care possible for our veterans.” 

· more – 

ADD ONE – NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 


Many VA volunteers are veterans, themselves.  They helped forge American history in far away places like Normandy, Iwo Jima, Chosin, Dak To, and undersea in submarines.  Community groups are encouraged to volunteer, as well as high school students.  Student volunteers bring energy and enthusiasm that crosses generations, touching the hearts of hospitalized veterans.  Nationally, the number of students volunteering at VAs has increased dramatically, from under 10,000 in 1995 to approximately 24,000 in 2001.


Young or old, students, full time professionals or retirees, there is a fulfilling role for everyone who volunteers at VANTHCS, said Stephen Stous, Chief of Voluntary Services.  “Our youngest volunteer last year was 14 and the oldest is 91, and there’s plenty of room in our program for all those in between.”


National Volunteer Week is a great time to learn more about being a VA volunteer.  Please contact Mr. Stous at (214) 857-0428 for more information.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















