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MAY 28, 2002
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GOVERNOR RICK PERRY TO ADDRESS D-DAY VETERANS 

AT DALLAS VA MEDICAL CENTER

DALLAS, TX  —  Governor Rick Perry will be keynote speaker at a Veterans Forum Thursday, June 6, 2002.  The program will be held at Dallas VA Medical Center, 4500 S. Lancaster Rd., from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Clinical Addition Atrium.


The Texas Governor will join Denis Simonneau, Consul General of France in Houston, to present ‘Thank you, America’ certificates from the French government to honor approximately 40 American veterans for their efforts in the liberation of France (1944-1945).


“Liberation of France – World War II” will feature four veterans of the French Liberation in a panel discussion.  Maj. Gen. Harold Parfitt (USA Ret.) of Dallas was awarded the Purple Heart as a combat engineer at Omaha Beach on D-Day, June 6, 1944; Lt. Col. Russell Darkes (USA Ret.) of Grand Prairie served in the Southern France invasion with the 36th Infantry Division (Texas Army National Guard); Robert Cash (Army Air Corps) of Dallas is a former prisoner of war and flew a bombing mission over Normandy on D-Day as a B-24 Liberator crew member; and Lewis Bryan (US Navy) of Dallas served offshore Utah Beach on D-Day as commanding officer of YMS-377 (minesweeper).

Veterans who served on French territory between June 6, 1944 and May 8, 1945 and would like to receive a certificate can apply online at:

http://www.ambafrance-us.org/news/statmnts/2000/certifica.asp or contact Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer, at (214) 857-1158.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















