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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

May 15, 2002

VA NORTH TEXAS HEALTH CARE SYSTEM CELEBRATED

NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

DALLAS, TX --- VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS), Dallas VA Medical Center (VAMC) honored its nurses during National Nurses Week, May 6-12, 2002.  This year’s theme,   “Nurses Care for America,” featured the hard work and accomplishments of the 2.6 million registered nurses who save lives and provide care to millions of patients.  

Dallas VAMC employs 700 nurses working at all professional levels and in a variety of specialties.  VANTHCS Director Alan G. Harper said, “The role of VA nurses in particular has changed due to the growing veteran patient population and their extensive health care needs.”  VA Deputy Secretary Leo Mackay recently visited Dallas VAMC and joined the Nurses Week celebration, honoring six named to the ‘Great 100’ for 2002 in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex.  These RNs, Tara  Armitage-Clark of Dallas, Shirley Conley of Duncanville, B.J. Hidalgo of Rowlett,  Wanda Payne of Cedar Hill, Brinda Rhodes of Fort Worth, and Fe Tipay of Mesquite were nominated by their peers, supervisors, patients and physicians and are being recognized for “Excellence in the Art and Science of Nursing.”

Since 1991, 122 nurses have been named to the ‘Great 100’ from Dallas VAMC, and 96% remain employed or have retired from service there.  Harper added, “VANTHCS strives to be an employer of choice, and these outstanding members of our health care team demonstrate the skill and compassion that make VA health care second to none.  They are leaders in our goal of providing quality health care to true heroes, our nation’s veterans.”


Pictured l-r:  Director Alan Harper, Network Director Tom Stranova, Wanda Payne, B.J. Hidalgo, Tara Armitage-Clark, Fe Tipay, Brinda Rhodes, Shirley Conley, and VA Deputy Secretary Leo Mackay.
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