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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY 3, 2002

Paralyzed Veteran Gears up for Wheelchair Games

Nathaniel “Nate” McFarland of Dallas, Texas served as an Army Combat Engineer in Germany during 1969-1972, but injuries 12 years ago in a drive-by shooting forced him to a wheelchair.

Today, Nate is preparing to compete in the 22nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games.  This year’s Games will be held July 9-13, 2002, in Cleveland, Ohio and sponsored by Department of Veterans Affairs and Paralyzed Veterans of America.

Nate will compete in two-team sports, softball played on an asphalt surface and basketball, and table tennis.   VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) and the Lone Star Chapter (Dallas) of Paralyzed Veterans of America will sponsor Nate and 14 other veterans who will compete in track and field, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, 9-ball, bowling, table tennis, archery, motorized rally, 5-K road race and wheelchair slalom.  Nate hopes young people will have an opportunity to see these wheelchair veterans in competition and realize people with disabilities can be productive, active and assertive in life.

VANTHCS Director Alan Harper believes, “The Games are an extraordinary opportunity for veterans to compete as part of their rehabilitation progress, both mentally and physically, and dispel stereotypes about the disabled.  I attend these Games every year and continue to be amazed by these athletes and their accomplishments, on and off the playing field.”

Additional information is available from Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer, at 214 857-1158.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















