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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AUGUST 29, 2002

AWARD WINNING VA EMPLOYEES

VA North Texas Health Care System, Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center (SRMVC) employees Carol Amlin, Patricia Kerschen and Lawanna May were recent recipients of prestigious federal awards.  Carol Amlin, Administrative Assistant in Geriatrics and Extended Care, was named the Federal Women’s Program (FWP) Outstanding Woman in Community Service, and received the Public Service Excellence Award 2002, sponsored by the Dallas-Fort Worth Federal Executive Board, for Outstanding Community Service.  Ms. Amlin, President of the Bonham Education Foundation, was instrumental in forming this newly organized group to promote academics in the Bonham school system.  She’s also an active elder in First Presbyterian Church, Board member, Fannin County United Way, Bonham Aquatic Club, Child Protective Services Board, and Chairperson of Fannin Community Credit Union Supervisory Committee.

Patricia Kerschen, Physician Assistant, is the award winner of the FWP Outstanding Career Development award.  Ms. Kerschen obtained her GED after marrying and having seven children.  She enrolled in college classes while her children were in school and the entire family did homework at night.  She received her Associate Degree in Science with a 4.0 GPA.  At age 40 she received a BS in Allied Health and certification as a Physician Assistant and has been developing her career for the past eighteen years.  She is a member of the American Academy of Physician Assistants and Texas Academy of Physician Assistants, serving as past secretary.  She is also an active member of St. Patrick’s Church in Denison.

-more-

Award Winning VA Employees …add one

Lawanna May, Nursing Assistant, was the recipient of the VA Secretary’s Award for Excellence in Nursing.  Ms. May’s keen ability to assess patient needs and interactions improved the quality of life for many patients.  She is a great team player who demonstrates a positive attitude in her service to veterans and is a definite asset to nursing service. 

 “We are very fortunate to have so many outstanding employees at the Bonham facility”, said Daniel Heers, SRMVC operations manager.   “These employees serve veterans in the nursing home care unit and demonstrate the highest level of excellence in the North Texas Health Care System.”
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