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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

AUGUST 21, 2002

NEW DEVICE HELPS VISUALLY IMPAIRED WITH MEDICATIONS


People with visual impairments who have difficulty reading prescription labels are at increased risk for error when taking medications independently.  To limit this risk, VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) is providing a new technological device to provide a ‘talking label’ for visually impaired veterans.

Scrip-Talk, from En-Vision America Inc., is a device equipped with a microchip to read the special label aloud.  The device is placed within an inch of the label to convert the information into synthesized speech.    Vance Wilson, LMSW-ACP, visual impairment services team coordinator, reports there are over 800 blind veterans at VANTHCS, and many of them will benefit from this device.


There are three components to the system:  the label itself, the Scrip-Talk reader, and a special label printer for the pharmacy.  VANTHCS is one of the first VA medical facilities to provide Scrip-Talk for visually impaired veterans.  The device may help decrease the occurrence of medication errors, thus enabling many veterans to continue living independently.
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