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NOVEMBER 6, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DALLAS TO HONOR WORLD WAR II AND KOREAN WAR VETERANS

DALLAS – Dallas events for Veterans Day 2002 include a Ceremony and Parade where Louis Read of Dallas will be Grand Marshal.  He was assigned to the 31st Infantry Regiment when the Japanese forces invaded the Philippine Islands after the attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941.  He was captured and survived the infamous Bataan Death March.  Read spent over three years in prison camps in the Philipines, Formosa, and Japan.


The Greater Dallas Veterans Day ceremony begins at 11:00 a.m., November 11, 2002, at Dallas City Hall Plaza (Akard and Marilla) followed by a 94-unit Parade, proceeding from Reunion Arena to Young St. to Marilla St.


Several other World War II veterans will be recognized for their service.  Duel O. Gambill (US Army) of Argyle served in seven campaigns from North Africa through Italy and France to Berlin.  J.C. Banks (US Navy) of Dallas survived the sneak attack at Pearl Harbor and went on to fight in six more battles in the Pacific.  Lester S. Weaver (US Marines) of Dallas was a guard on the PT boat commanded by Ensign Jack Kennedy before being wounded at the Battle of Guadalcanal.  Zane P. Laurini (US Air Force-Ret.) of Rowlett survived three missions over the heavily defended Ploesti Oil Fields of Romania.  At his Italian air base, he organized a program to feed starving children.


The Greater Dallas Veterans Foundation is once again sponsoring this traditional eleventh hour, eleventh day, eleventh month ceremony to commemorate the World War I Armistice, November 11, 1918.
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