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April 17, 2003
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPORTS CLINIC HELPS DISABLED VETERANS 

DALLAS, TX  —  VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) sponsored fourteen north Texas veterans who accepted the challenge to ski the great Rocky Mountains at the 17th Annual National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic at  Snowmass Village in Aspen, Colorado, March 31-April 5, 2003.

Sponsored by Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the clinic known as “Miracles on a Mountainside” is a rehabilitation program open to all U.S. military veterans with spinal cord injury or disease, certain neurological conditions, orthopedic amputations, visual impairments or other disabilities who receive care at a VA facility.  Participants learn adaptive Alpine and Nordic skiing and a variety of other adaptive activities and sporting events.  The U.S. Secret Service also teaches self-defense.


"North Texans have the utmost respect and admiration for veterans and their sacrifices to protect our freedom," said VANTHCS Director Alan Harper.  Veterans who participated this year include Johnny Boyer of Dallas, Nathaniel McFarland of Dallas, William Dixon of Garland, Alan Mackey of Highland Village, Donny Payne of Flower Mound, Chuck Szakacs of Willow Park, Patricia Owens of Tyler, Pat Sapp of Rockwall, Linda Kearbey of Seagoville, John Potter of Fort Worth, David Owens of Decatur, Trish Sapp of Rockwall, Dana Bowman of Weatherford, and Kerry Morris of Grand Prairie.  This Clinic is a great motivational experience to show these veterans they are not forgotten, and we want to help them overcome severe injuries to enhance their quality of life.” 

– more – 
ADD ONE – WINTER SPORTS CLINIC
 
  
As National Honorary Chairperson for VA’s National Rehabilitation Special Events, actress Bo Derek shares this commitment, helping to spread the good news about VA’s rehabilitation programs and bringing visibility to the courageous veterans who participate in the Clinic.  

VA is a recognized leader in rehabilitation, with recreational therapy programs at each of its 162 hospitals.  DAV is a nonprofit, congressionally chartered, veterans service organization with a membership of more than one million wartime disabled veterans.   

Harper says, “I personally participate as part of the VANTHCS support team.  This year I was able to accompany a group of veterans for scuba diving, snowmobiling and target shooting.  I am amazed how these veterans push themselves to accomplish things, despite severe physical limitations.”
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