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May 1, 2003
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VA VOLUNTEERS GIVE FROM THE HEART

DALLAS, TX  — VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) is celebrating National Volunteer Week April 27-May 3, 2003, and announced the VANTHCS Volunteer of the Year for Dallas VA Medical Center (VAMC) at a special ceremony Saturday, April 26, 2003.

Cynthia Jauregar, representing the DAV Auxiliary, volunteered 194 hours last year and has 1,302 hours in seven years.  Every Friday morning, Ms. Jauregar distributes dozens of Krispy Kreme donuts purchased out of her own pocket to patients in the clinical waiting areas.  Patients and staff eagerly wait for her Friday morning rounds with her pleasant personality, quick wit and charm.  Patients enjoy visiting with her, and Ms. Jauregar always takes the time to listen to their concerns.  She juggles her volunteer time with many duties at the DAV Auxiliary and is also employed as a full time nurse.  “Ms. Jauregar is a great asset to VA Voluntary Service and Dallas VAMC in caring for north Texas veterans,” said Stephen Stous, chief of Voluntary Service.


President Bush has taken action over the last two years to encourage public service and civic engagement, and Americans have responded with an outpouring of kindness and volunteer service that is transforming our Nation one heart and one soul at a time.  The idea of giving back to the community and sharing compassion with others is alive and well at VANTHCS.  Last year 1,543 volunteers logged 129,152 hours at the Dallas, Bonham and Fort Worth facilities. 

–more –
ADD ONE – NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

VANTHCS Director Alan Harper says, “VA volunteers serve a vital role to provide the best care possible for our veterans.  Many are veterans themselves and can be effective communicators with patients who feel no one understands.   They have the spirit of service and compassion we rely on.” 
 
National Volunteer Week is a great time to learn more about being a VA volunteer.  Please contact Mr. Stous at (214) 857-0428 for more information.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















