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SEPTEMBER 22, 2003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CARES COMMISSION TO HOLD HEARINGS

DALLAS – On October 3, 2003, at 9 a.m., the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services commission will hold a public hearing in the Brazos Room of the Waco Convention Center, 100 Washington, in Waco.  The purpose of this hearing is for commissioners to hear the testimony of network leadership, elected officials, veteran organizations, and other invited stakeholder groups on the national Department of Veterans Affairs initiative called CARES.  

The CARES commission was created by the secretary of Department of Veterans Affairs to provide an independent perspective on plans to realign and allocate capital assets to better meet the healthcare needs of veterans over the next 20 years.  The commission will review planning materials, seek stakeholder input, and develop written recommendations to be presented to the secretary in December 2003.


The hearing will examine VA health care issues throughout VA North Texas Health Care System, including Dallas VA Medical Center, Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center in Bonham and Fort Worth Outpatient Clinic.   

 “The commission hearings are a formal process and are different from our typical stakeholder meetings.  There will be no Q&A period, and only those who are invited by the commission to be on a panel will actually speak,” said Alan G. Harper, VANTHCS director.  “But we want members of the community to attend and hear the testimonies.”  

- MORE -
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“Additionally, anyone can submit their own comments, in writing, to the commission.  Their comments will carry the same weight as those who give oral testimony,” said Harper.  “Staff members from VANTHCS and network office will be on hand before and after the hearing to assist those who wish to submit written comments about the draft national CARES plan.”

Veterans and other stakeholders who cannot attend the hearing, should send their comments directly to the commission by October 20, 2003, via the commission website at www.carescommission.va.gov or by mail to Richard E. Larson, Executive Director, CARES Commission (00CARES), 810 Vermont Ave. NW, Washington, DC, 20420.  Fax submissions are accepted at 202 501-2196.  Commission members will have a media availability opportunity tentatively scheduled for 8–8:45 a.m. in the Cameron Room (may be changed to immediately following the hearing).  If you have questions or need additional information, contact Allen Clark at 214 857-1158.

“These hearings and the input from veterans and stakeholders will be very important in the overall process and will play a big role in the final outcome,” said Tom Stranova, network director for VA Heart of Texas Health Care Network.  “CARES simply cannot be successful without input from the community.”






# # # 

Commission hearing packets will be available for the media beforehand in the Cameron Room outside the Brazos Room.  For more information on the CARES process, please visit the website, www.va.gov/CARES.
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