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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OCTOBER 9, 2003

VA OFFERS FLU SHOTS ON THE GO AS DISEASE PREVENTION GETS EASIER

DALLAS --- Veterans can “beat the flu at the drive-thru.”  VA North Texas Health Care System has made it easier for eligible veterans to receive a free flu vaccine by establishing drive-thru stations.  All veterans who have received an honorable discharge from the military are eligible, however a patient identification card, discharge certificate or DD214 is required.

The drive-thru station in Dallas will kick off Saturday, October 18, 2003, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. and at all three VANTHCS facilities October 20-31, 2003, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.   

· Dallas VA Medical Center:  4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas - south entrance and follow signs to south Clinical Addition;

· Fort Worth Outpatient Clinic: 300 W. Rosedale, Fort Worth - under the canopy of the ambulance entrance; and  

· Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center:  1201 E. Ninth, Bonham - front of Building 1 under the canopy.

Veterans, ChampVA, and TriCare beneficiaries can roll up their sleeves and get their flu shots without leaving their vehicles.  By making these vaccinations more accessible, VA officials expect that many hospital and clinic visits for flu-related problems will be prevented.  “It’s a well established fact flu shots decrease hospitalizations and illness, especially among those over 50 years of age and the chronically ill,” said Alan G. Harper, director of VANTHCS.

“Many veterans don’t come for flu shots because of hassles with parking and inconvenience,” he said.  “With the drive-thru, all one has to do is sign the consent form and get the shot.  The whole process should take no more than 15 minutes.”
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“This is the ninth consecutive year VANTHCS has provided drive-thru flu shots.  The program has been extremely successful,” said Mr. Harper.  For more information, please call the following VANTHCS TeleCare numbers in your area.  Dallas 1-800-849-3597, option 2; Bonham 1-800-924-8387, extension 36733; or Fort Worth 1-800-443-9672, option 1.  Beneficiary travel will not be authorized.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















