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FEBRUARY 6, 2004
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VA NORTH TEXAS HEALTH CARE SYSTEM INVITES COMMUNITY TO 

‘SALUTE HOSPITALIZED VETERANS’

DALLAS, TX  — VA North Texas Health Care System (VANTHCS) invites the public to participate in open house activities February 9-13, 2004 during the observance of National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans.


“Salute Week is an excellent time to visit hospitalized veterans and let them know that the sacrifices they made for the freedom we enjoy today are not forgotten,” said VANTHCS Director Alan Harper.  “We’ve invited local celebrities, elected officials, school children, and other groups to visit during Salute week.  Each year Ann Landers column, now known as Annie’s Mailbox, asks readers to send “Valentines to Veterans” during Salute week and last year generated over one million cards and letters to hospitalized veterans.   We want people of all ages to bring Valentine cheer to our patients and join us as we give special recognition to these former service men and women,” Harper said.  

Harper also hopes visitors will learn more about the significant roles of volunteers at VANTHCS, many who are also veterans, and perhaps pursue volunteer opportunities themselves.  “Our 1,168 volunteers are an integral part of our health care team, and the National Salute program is a great way to show people how to help the veterans we serve here.”

-more-

add one / National Salute

 Character Actor Joe Mantegna has been appointed chairman of 2004 National Salute and will lead VA’s annual patient recognition program inviting the public to visit and honor hospitalized veterans.  Mantegna first gained national prominence working in collaboration with Writer-Director David Mamet in the 1980s and early 90s.

Salute week activities at Dallas VA Medical Center include a kick off ceremony February 9, 2004, at 10:00 a.m. in the Clinical Addition Atrium.  Congressman Martin Frost (Texas 24th District) will serve as keynote speaker, and Faith Family Academy Choir will perform.  Congressmen Sam Johnson and Jeb Hensarling, Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson, Fox 4 Anchor/Reporter Dan Godwin, 2003 Miss Teen Texas Chase Brown, and a host of 2004 Miss Texas and Miss Teen Texas contestants are among the local celebrities who will visit veterans.  Groups from Camp Fire USA, Goodtime Chorus Performance and South Garland High School will also participate.  Many veteran service organizations and auxiliaries will distribute valentines to patients throughout the week.

A complete schedule of appearances is available by calling Stephen Stous, Chief of Voluntary Service, (214) 857-0428 at Dallas VA Medical Center, 4500 S. Lancaster Rd., Dallas, TX  75216.  Please contact Kathy Gregory in Voluntary Service at (903) 583-6282 for scheduling information at Sam Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center, 1200 E. Ninth St., Bonham, TX  75418.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:


Allen Clark, Public Affairs Officer


4500 South Lancaster Road, Dallas, TX  75216


(214) 857-1158 (daytime)


(972) 978-6270 (after hours)

















