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 VA NURSES HONORED DURING NATIONAL NURSES WEEK

DALLAS – VA North Texas Health Care System honored its nurses during National Nurses Week, May 6-12, “VA Nurses – Making a Difference in Veterans Lives.”  VANTHCS recognized the dedication and accomplishments of its 900 nursing personnel at facilities in Dallas, Bonham and Fort Worth who work at all professional levels and in a variety of specialties.


Sharon Jordan, RN, Marian Schlutz, RN, Charlotte King, LVN, and Gladys Taylor, nursing assistant were honored during the “Excellence in Nursing Awards” ceremonies.  Ms. Jordan of Lancaster is a staff nurse educator/assistant nurse manager in the surgical and thoracic intensive care units.  She promotes an environment of competency and skill in this highly complex patient care setting.  She helps organize educational events, teaches CPR classes for staff, mentors nursing students from Texas Women’s University, and is active in her church’s nursing ministry.  Ms. Schlutz of Carrollton is a staff nurse in the thoracic intensive care unit.  She is facilitator for the unit’s shared governance nursing education committee, and her expertise in the aspects of cardiology and heart disease are well known.  As a member of the speaker’s bureau for the American Heart Association, she presents monthly lectures on “Women and the Risk for Heart Disease” and was recently recognized as “Volunteer of the Year”.  Ms. King of Lancaster is a staff LVN in the spinal cord injury unit.  She has been instrumental in improving patient care through her participation on the nursing/pharmacy performance improvement team by identifying a more effective medication delivery system.  She also developed a learning tool that encourages patients to participate in and direct their own care.  Ms. Taylor of Fort Worth is a nursing assistant in the 

more  - 
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cardiology department and works closely with the staff in the cardiac rehabilitation and congestive heart clinics.  She implemented measures to decrease patient backlogs that resulted in timelier follow-ups for patient care and routinely goes over and above to ensure patient care needs are met.  Sharon Simrin, nurse practitioner in mental health, was named to the Great 100 Nurses and will be recognized May 27 in a celebration held at the Meyerson Symphony Center.  Virginia Warren, RN, in pulmonary medicine was nominated last year but activated to military service.  She will also be recognized at this year’s Great 100 ceremony.

“Our nurses make a difference in veterans’ lives every day,” said Alan G. Harper, VANTHCS director.  “Making a difference means demonstrating concern and compassion and encouraging our patients to participate in their health care rather than just receive services.  It is answering questions – explaining technology, physiology and wellness.  It is coordinating and facilitating care when patients are least capable of coping.”


The VA health care system is the largest integrated health care system in the country and VA nurses are leaders in their profession.  They serve as administrators, educators and research investigators, as well as providers of direct care.  Thousands of the professional nurses in the United States have received clinical training from VA, through affiliations VA has with 461 nursing schools.


Harper added, “These outstanding members of our health care team demonstrate the skill and compassion that make VA health care second to none.  They are leaders in our goal of providing quality health care to true heroes, our nation’s veterans.”
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