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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

VA NORTH TEXAS HEALTH CARE SYSTEM REACHES OUT 

TO NEWEST COMBAT VETERANS 

DALLAS – VA North Texas Health Care System is expanding its efforts to reach veterans of combat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan to ensure they are aware of health care benefits they have earned.

Last week, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi began sending a personal letter to more than 150,000 veterans of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom who have recently separated from the military to thank them for their service and remind them of their eligibility for VA health care and other benefits.  "I want these men and women to know that we are grateful for their service to our country," Principi said.  "Those who served in Afghanistan, Iraq and other places around the world have risked their lives to make America more secure.  One of the ways the nation shows its gratitude is by ensuring veterans receive the benefits they deserve."
 VANTHCS Director Alan Harper said, “We want all recently discharged military personnel to enroll for health care benefits at our facilities in Dallas, Bonham, or Fort Worth.”  The additional outreach to those recently deployed to combat theaters alerts them to special eligibility that increases their access to health care for two years after separation from the military for illnesses and injuries that may be the result of military service.  For those medical problems, VA waives copayments for inpatient and outpatient care.  For additional information, please contact the enrollment coordinator at 214 857-0465 or toll free 1-800-849-3597, extension 70465.

"VA has learned many lessons since the Gulf War in 1991 and other conflicts, which will ensure that this newest generation of war veterans receives the health care and assistance they deserve when they return to civilian life," said Principi.
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