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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JUNE 24, 2004

VETERAN ATHLETES WIN BIG AT WHEELCHAIR GAMES
DALLAS  – The 24th National Veterans Wheelchair Games were held June 15-19 in St. Louis, Mo., and VA North Texas Health Care System along with the Lone Star Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America sponsored 16 local veterans who brought home 23 gold medals, 16 silver and 5 bronze.

The National Veterans Wheelchair Games is the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the world.  This year over 600 military veterans competed in 16 athletic events such as track and field, basketball, rugby, weightlifting, and wheelchair slalom.  The Games are an extension of VA’s rehabilitation programs and provide an opportunity to become involved in wheelchair sports.  While the competition has produced national and world-class champions, perhaps most importantly, the Games provide opportunities for newly disabled veterans to compete athletically and meet other athletes.  The friendships developed at the Games are renewed every year.

VANTHCS Director Alan Harper said, “We are proud of our north Texas veterans who competed at the Games.  Most returned with medals rewarding their athletic accomplishments, but the spirit of these Games makes it a unique experience for them.  The camaraderie among this special population of Americans is tremendous, and it is awesome to see these veterans support each other.  Competition is fierce, but they cheer for each other – from the first place winner to the one just struggling to finish.”

– more –

Wheelchair Games / add one

 
VANTHCS team members included Charles Allen of Dallas who won silver in softball, slalom and weight lifting; Albert Claveran of Fort Worth who won gold in archery; Cleveland Green of Dallas who won silver in swimming-back stroke; Charles Johnson of Fort Worth who won gold in track-800 m track, silver in basketball, weightlifting and shot put, and bronze in softball; Linda Kearbey of Seagoville who won gold in bowling and silver in motorized rally and motorized slalom; Clyde Mays of Dallas who won gold in bowling; Nathaniel McFarland of Dallas who won bronze in softball; Jonathan Merchant of Fort Worth who won silver in track-150 m, 800 m, 3000 m and bronze in track-5 K; John Potter of Haltom City who won gold in track-100 m and 200 m and silver in air guns; Steven Ray of Rowlett who won gold in bowling, silver in weight lifting and air guns, and bronze in table tennis; Jack  Richards of Plano who competed in air rifles, table tennis and bowling; Patricia Sapp of Rockwall who won gold in table tennis; Quintin Stephens of Dallas who won gold in track-100 m, 200 m, 400 m, 800 m, and 1500 m; Freddy Tamez of Red Oak who won gold in archery and bronze in 9-ball; Karen Trotter of Dallas who won gold in track-100 m, 200 m, 400 m, 800 m and silver in 1500 m; and Morris Virgil of Mesquite who won gold in swimming-free style, swimming-breast stroke, shot put, javelin, and discus.
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