
Officer/Enlisted Status

Introduction:  Officer/Enlisted is a new variable introduced in VetPop2001.  Table 9L contains estimates and projections of the number of living veterans by Age, Gender, Period of Service (Period), Date, and whether they were officers or enlisted upon discharge.  Warrant officers are included with officers.

     Tables 9S and 9D contain estimates and projections of separations and deaths by the same variables.

Sources and Methods:  Historic separation records from the DoD Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) contain actual data on officer or enlisted status.  Projected separations from the DoD Office of the Actuary are split into officers and enlisted.  Census cells were split between officers and enlisted by Period and Gender based ratios
.  (See “A Brief Description,” page 2, for an explanation of Census cells.)  The ratios were developed from a study of historic DoD data of active duty personnel and a simulation of new entrants and terminations over time. 

     The Officer/Enlisted variable is used to determine the applicable assumed mortality rate.

Cautions:  The Officer/Enlisted ratios applied to Census cells are based on the joint distribution of Period and Gender.  Thus Officer/Enlisted distribution by Age  only reflects that joint distribution.  Any problem in the Officer/Enlisted by Age joint distribution may be mitigated by the relatively high correlation between Age and Period.

Since this is the first effort to include the officer and enlisted status of veterans in the actuarial model, the data should be used with care.  The Office of the Actuary continues to research and test data and methodologies to improve the estimates.
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