
Branch of Service
Introduction:  Table 8L contains estimates and projections of the number of living veterans by Age, Gender, Period of Service (Period), Date, and Branch of the military in which the veteran served, viz., Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Non-Defense (Non-DOD), and Reserves.  Non-DOD includes the uniformed Public Health Service (PHS), uniformed National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and the Coast Guard.  The Reserves can be of any branch of the military, including Coast Guard. 

Sources and Methods:  DOD’s Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) has maintained records on the first four branches noted above since 1970.  Active duty data for PHS and NOAA are available from these agencies. There are, however, gaps for some of the years; there are no branch data for veterans from Census cells (See “A Brief Description,” page 2, for an explanation of Census cells.); and only military branch data on DMDC records.  Therefore, some allocation was necessary.  One parameter file
 was used to allocate the percent of veterans who were Non-DOD; one
 was used to allocate veterans by branch for Census cells; and two were used in the projections beyond the base date of 9/30/00--one
 to project new separations by each branch and the other
 to project reservists.  

Cautions:  Branch of Service allocated in Census cells varies only by Period of Service and Gender.  Thus the Branch of Service distribution by Age only reflects the Period and Gender distributions within Age.  Any attendant problem for the Branch of Service by Age joint distribution, however, is mitigated by the relatively high correlation between Age and Period. 

� Parameter file INNONDEF


� Parameter file SPNONDEF


� Parameter file SPONDEF2


� Parameter file PCTRESV






