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VA Disability Status

Introduction:  Disability Status (DISSTAT) is a new variable introduced in VetPop2001.  This variable has also been included in the data tables released as VetPop2001Adj.  Table 7L contains estimates and projections of the number of living veterans by Age (single year), Gender, Period of Service, Degree of Disability, and DISSTAT.  Tables 7D and 7S contain estimates and projections of separations and deaths by the same variables.

DISSTAT does not provide a clinical measure of disabled health status in the sense of dependency on others to perform activities of daily living.  Rather, it classifies veterans according to receipt of two VA cash benefits: disability compensation and pension payments.

DISSTAT status can take on four values as shown in the table below:

	Numeric Value
	PivotTable Label
	Definition



	2
	SC Only
	Compensation Cases:  The veteran has a service-connected disability and is receiving disability compensation benefits.  The veteran is not eligible for pension.

	3
	NSC Only
	Pension Cases:  The veteran has a nonservice connected disability and is receiving pension payments.  The veteran is not eligible for disability compensation.

	4
	Both SC and NSC
	Both Compensation and Pension:  The veteran has both a service-connected disability and a nonservice-connected disability and is receiving either compensation or pension, which ever is greater.

	1
	Neither SC or NSC
	Not VA Disabled (None of the Above):  The veteran is neither status 2, 3, nor 4.  Includes veterans who have a service-connected disability rated at zero percent who are not receiving compensation.


Note:  DISSTAT PivotTable Values are shown in the middle column as they appear in Excel PivotTables pull down menus.  The DISSTAT Numeric Values (found in the underlying Excel Pivot Table database are shown in the far left column and are used below in this document for the sake of brevity.

Sources and Methods:  A baseline was created by matching the September 30, 2000 Compensation and Pension (C&P) file against Defense Manpower Data Center (DMDC) separations data.  If a match occurred, the disability information was appended to data in the DMDC file.  If a match did not occur and a veteran who was receiving VA Disability Compensation or Pension was not on the DMDC file, then DMDC data was imputed.

DMDC and 1990 Census data were matched to estimate the number of status 1 (“healthy”) veterans as of September 30, 2000.  A lag factor was applied to add veterans from status 1 to status 2, 3, or 4 to account for veterans whose disability had occurred but who were not yet on the C&P file.
  In addition, a portion of the status 2 and 3 veterans were re-categorized as status 4 cases for projection purposes beyond the baseline.

For projection purposes, transition probabilities were computed by matching C&P data files over time to yield estimates of the probabilities of changes across VA disability status groups.
  Transition probabilities were also taken into account to measure the change in degree of disability during a year
 as well as to assign a degree of disability for veterans newly eligible for disability compensation.



Cautions:

· National Level of Aggregation:  VetPop2001 presents DISSTAT results at the national level.  Efforts are now underway to create DISSTAT estimates for states.

· Table 7L Universe:  Note that the universe for Table 7L (as of 9/30/2000, for example) is the total number of service connected veterans (2,404,562), not all veterans (26,475,467).  Thus, it makes sense to see the following estimates when each of the four values of Disability Status is chosen for this date:

	VA Disability Status
	Veterans

	All
	2,404,562

	Neither SC nor NSC
	0

	SC Only
	2,318,165

	NSC Only
	0

	Both SC & NSC
	86,397


Note that deaths reported in Table 7D and Separations in Table 7S also only pertain to the population of service-connected veterans.

· Compensation Checks and Pension Cases:  Historically, VA has produced statistical tables in annual reports for Congress that officially account for the total number of disability compensation cases and, separately, pension cases.  In VetPop2001 documentation, a method was presented for adjusting estimates of veterans classified by disability status to these official counts.  Using VetPop2001Adj data, however, where only Table 7L has been adjusted to Census 2000 (see ReportsVetPop2001Adj.xls listing of tables indicated by red font), and not Table 6L, it is not possible to present a similar adjustment computation method.

Concerning service-connected veterans only, Table 7L does indicate that there were 2,404,562 as of 9/30/2000.  The official count on this date is 4.2% lower or 2,308,186 service-connected veterans.  Thus, taking 95.8% of VetPop2001Adj estimates of total service-connected veterans will give a rough approximation of official counts.  This approximation method is expected to be better for dates closer to 9/30/2000.

� Parameter file DISADJ.


� Parameter file CPDIS4.


� Parameter file DIS.


� Parameter file CHNGDEGR.


� Parameter file NEWDEGR.





