
GENERAL INFORMATION (READ ME--WELCOME TO VETPOP2001Adj)

     VetPop2001Adj includes VA’s official estimate and projection of the number and characteristics of veterans as of 9/30/02.  It revises, updates, and replaces the estimate and projection of VetPop2001, which was first released in December 2001.  VetPop2001Adj represents VetPop2001 
adjusted to Census 2000 in the following ways:

· A new baseline was created at 4/1/2000 with summary data equal to data available from Summary File 3 (SF3) of Census 2000.

· State migration assumptions were revised to reflect actual changes in the census from 1990 to 2000.

· The methodology used to split states into counties was changed to the methodology used for VetPop2000.

· Age, disability, and branch distributions were kept constant within period of service by gender by two age groups (under 65 and over 64).

· Data concerning race, ethnicity, military retiree status, marital status, and minor dependents, all of which were included in VetPop2001 are NOT included in VetPop2001Adj.  The user might look at the distributions of  these variables from VetPop2001 on the VA website (see below for URL) and apply them to the estimates from VetPop2001Adj to derive estimates of veterans by these characteristics.

USERS WOULD BENEFIT GREATLY FROM READING DOCUMENTATION FROM VETPOP2001(AND EARLIER VERSIONS OF VETPOP), INCLUDING THE READ ME FILES.  VETPOP2001 IS ARCHIVED ON VA’S WEBSITE, WWW.VA.GOV, UNDER “VETERAN DATA
.”
FIRST THINGS

     Before reading the other documents and using the data, please note the following:

· The basic unit of analysis is not the individual veteran but a group of veterans (called a “cell”) who are the same age and have other characteristics in common, such as the war (or wars) in which they served.

· Since the estimates use probabilities of survival, migration, and other events, a fractional number of veterans appear in nearly every cell.

· The credibility of the data in VetPop2001Adj improves when a number of cells are aggregated together and the results rounded to the nearest 100 or 1,000.  The reason for providing data in small cells is to make sure that aggregate data are consistent, no matter how they are aggregated.

· Proceed with caution with some cross-tabulations.  Specifically, if a variable was determined without reference to another variable, then the cross-tabulation of those variables using the Pivot Table capabilities of VetPop2001Adj should be used with caution (See the short papers on the variables in the Special Topics folder for more details). 

· Vetpop2001Adj contains estimates of historical data for the period 4/1/00 to 9/30/01; actual historical data is not available.

· For the purpose of the projection only, the Gulf War is assumed to end on September 30, 2003.  Data pertaining to the period after this date are said to apply to the “Post-Gulf War” era.  At the time VetPop2001Adj was developed, no official designation has been given to end of the Gulf War or the beginning of a new period based on any subsequent military action.

· All reports have extensive notes on the data in the report in a Notes worksheet accompanying the report.  Please read the notes because they, along with the other documents, are important for a full understanding of the data and their correct use.

WHERE TO GO NEXT

     Most of the contents are contained in three folders:

BASIC 

contains the data tables.

HELP 


contains a User Guide and a Tutorial.

SPECIAL TOPICS
contains papers clarifying technical and other issues.

.

     The contents of each folder are described briefly below:

BASIC FOLDER 

VetPop2001Adj

     These are the actual data contained in a collection of 15 different Excel PivotTables: 5 pertaining to the estimates and projection of living veterans; 4 each to deaths and military separations, and 2 to net migration.  ReportsVP2001Adj.xls is the table of contents; it provides a list of the variables contained in the tables and the years to which they pertain, viz., 2000-2030.

Counties

     The Counties folder contains VetPop2001Adj estimates and projections by county for the period, 2000-2025.  The counties are aggregated by State and VISN.    

HELP FOLDER

User Guide
     The User Guide provides a brief description of the location and names of the Excel files used to generate the preprogrammed reports that make up VetPop2001Adj.  It also explains how to use the special commands available within the standard PivotTable function.  

Tutorial 

     The tutorial explains how to access VetPop2001Adj reports within Excel.  The tutorial provides illustrations of how specific research questions can be addressed using Excel’s PivotTable capability to create customized reports from the basic set of 15 pre-programmed VetPop2001Adj tables.

SPECIAL TOPICS FOLDER

Mortality Assumptions

     This paper provides a brief description of the sources of mortality rates and describes how mortality rates specific to particular groups of veterans were derived.      

Disability Status

Branch of Service

Officer/Enlisted Status

Other Technical Notes

     The paper describes three different ways to count the number of veterans this year and how to work with age at “nearest birthday” or age “at last birthday.”   

Supplemental Tables 

Table: 

7) Shows components of change in the veteran population for each year from 2000 to 2020, based on VetPop2001Adj; 

8) Shows the veteran population by four age groups and median age for each year from 2000 to 2020, based on VetPop2001Adj; 

9) Shows the percentage distributions from table 8); 

10) Shows components of the change of the veteran population by state, DC, Puerto Rico, and the territories/foreign countries over the period 2000 to 2020, based on VetPop2001Adj; and

11) Compares VetPop2001Adj estimates of living veterans with estimates from VetPop2001 by state, age group (<65; 65 or older) and period of service as of 4-1-2000.  These relationships were the basis for the adjustment of VetPop2001 to VetPop2001Adj.

12) Compares VetPop2001 estimates of living veterans as of 4-1-2000, with estimates from Census 2000 by state.

13) Compares VetPop2001 estimates of living veterans as of 4-1-2000, to estimates from Census 2000 by county.  Tables 12 and 13 show the discrepancies between VetPop2001 and Census 2000.

Tables 1-6 are included in the documentation for VetPop2001 and are excluded here because they do not pertain to VetPop2001Adj.  

Period of Service (Period) 
     This paper provides the user with a guide to Period as it is coded in VetPop2001Adj.  Period is a major characteristic of veterans in VetPop2001Adj.  The paper provides the detailed, mutually exclusive, and exhaustive categories comprising the Period variable, including categories indicating multiple periods of service.  In addition, the paper provides a discussion of the importance of Period and some of the nuances in coding Period in administrative records for veterans receiving VA benefits and services.

A Brief Description

   This paper, reproduced from the VetPop2000 CD, contains information relevant to VetPop2001Adj from the original VetPop2000 on basic concepts and methodology.  It serves an integral part of the documentation for VetPop2001Adj.

L2s

     L2s are veterans discharged after September 1980 with less than two years of military service.  In the past, L2s were not included in the official estimate and projection of the veteran population.  This paper, reproduced from VetPop2000, provides a detailed discussion of why L2’s are included in VetPop2001Adj.

Reconciling Census 1990 and 2000 County Structures

     In comparing VetPop2001 and Census 2000 estimates of the veteran population in counties, it is first necessary to reconcile the county structures.  VetPop2001 reflects the 4/1/1990 county structure of Census 1990 data, which is not exactly the same as the county structure existing on 4/1/2000, the date of Census 2000.  We could conduct a comparison in terms of either a 1990 or 2000 county structure.  We chose to translate VetPop2001 estimates for 1990 counties into what these estimates would have been had a 4/1/2000 Census 2000 county structure prevailed.  This translation process involved five cases in Alaska, Virginia, Florida, and Montana.
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FINALLY
     We welcome your comments. What do you like about VetPop2001Adj?  How can it be improved?  Please e-mail us at VetPop2001Adj@mail.va.com.

What do you like about VetPop2001Adj?

How can it be improved?

Please contact us by phone, mail, or e-mail us as follows:

Phone: 
202-273-5081

Mail:
VetPop2001Adj, Office of the Actuary (008A2), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20420; or; 

E-mail:
VetPop2001Adj@mail.va.gov.

Stephen A. Meskin, Chief Actuary

Office of the Actuary

Office of Policy and Planning

January 2003
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