Geographic Distribution of VA Expenditures for Fiscal Year 2008
General Information

The Geographic Distribution of VA Expenditures (GDX)  is an annual report that shows estimated VA expenditures for major programmatic areas by geographic area (state, county, and congressional district). The major programmatic areas are: Compensation and Pension; Readjustment (Education) and Vocational Rehabilitation; Insurance; Construction; and, Medical and Administrative. The GDX also shows the estimated veteran population for each state, county, and congressional district.
GDX FY08 contains a state/county level distribution and a congressional district distribution. 

Data Dictionary

	State
	Char(2)
	Two Character state postal abbreviation.  Includes the 50 states plus Puerto Rico.

	FIPS
	Char(5)
	Five-digit Federal Information Processing Standard code which uniquely identifies counties and county equivalents in the United States.. The first two digits are the FIPS state code and the last three are the county code within the state or possession

	County
	Char(20)
	County Name

	Congressional District
	Integer
	Congressional District Number as defined in the 100th Congressional District.  GDX FY07 includes Puerto Rico a an At-Large (total) line item in the Congressional District distribution.

	Veteran Population
	Integer
	FY07 Veteran population estimate from VA's Office of the Actuary (VetPop 2007), rounded to the nearest thousand. This model is VA’s source for official estimates and projections of the veteran population.


	Total Expenditure
	Currency 
	Sum of the Compensation & Pension, Construction, Education/Voc Rehab, Loan Guaranty, General Operating Expenses, Insurance & Indemnities and Medical care expenditures.

	Compensation and Pension
	Currency
	The Compensation & Pension category includes expenditures for the following programs: veterans' compensation for service-connected disability; dependency and indemnity compensation for service-connected deaths; veterans' pension for nonservice-connected disabilities; and pension to veterans' surviving spouses and children.



	Construction
	Currency
	Expenditures for major and minor construction projects is reported on an actual basis

using accrued expenditure data.

	Education & Vocational Rehabilitation / Employment
	Currency
	Education and Vocational Rehabilitation are separate programs, but are combined into

one category for display purposes in GDX. Expenditures in this category include those

for: automobiles and adaptive equipment for certain disabled veterans and members of

the Armed Forces; specially adapted housing for disabled veterans; dependent’s

educational assistance (Chapter 35); vocational rehabilitation for disabled veterans

(Chapter 31); post-Vietnam era veterans’ educational assistance (Chapter 32);

Montgomery G.I. Bill for Selected Reserves (Chapter 1606); and Montgomery GI Bill

(Chapter 30)

	Loan Guaranty
	Currency
	All "Loan Guaranty" expenditures are attributed to Travis, TX, where all Loan Guaranty payments are processed.  



	General Operating Expenses
	Currency
	GOE represents the costs necessary to provide administration and oversight for the benefits provided by VA. These costs include those for overhead and human resources

nation-wide. This category does not include payments made directly to beneficiaries.



	Insurance & Indemnities
	Currency
	Estimates of VA

expenditures for death claims, matured endowments, dividends, cash surrender payments,

total disability income provision payments, and total and permanent disability benefits payments.

	Medical Care
	Currency
	Medical Care category includes medical services, medical administration, facility maintenance, educational support, research support, and other overhead items.  Medical Care does not include construction or other non-medical support expenditures.

	Unique Patients
	Integer
	Unique patients are patients who received treatments at a VA health care facility.  Data are provided by the  Veteran Health Administration’s Allocation Resource Center (ARC).


Additional Information
· The Fiscal Year (FY) is 1 Oct 2007 to 30 Sep 2008.

· In some counties and congressional districts, construction expenditures might be shown as "negative" numbers.  Negative expenditures indicate de-obligations of fund as a result of construction projects completed under budget or due to changes in project scopes.

· Expenditures presented at the county level for compensation, pension, education and vocational rehabilitation reflect the dollar values of actual payments made to individuals.

· Total expenditures by sum of counties may be slightly different from those calculated by sum of 109th Congressional Districts.  The differences are resulted from rounding.

· Expenditure data sources: Federal Assistance Awards Data System (FAADS) for Compensation & Pension (C&P) and Readjustment and Vocational Rehabilitation Benefits; Veterans Benefits Administration Insurance Center for the Insurance costs; the VA Financial Management System (FMS) for Construction, Medical Research, General Operating Expenses, and certain C&P and Readjustment data; and the Allocation Resource Center (ARC) for Medical Care costs.
