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Rules

 TC "Rules" \f C \l "1" In addition to information technology principles, database principles, and standards profiles, VHA has architecture rules that apply to each layer of the reference architecture.  Figure III-2 Table of Architectural Rules XE "Architectural Rules"  displays rules which are a result of policy or decisions made by various IT XE "IT"  organizations within VHA and are mostly administrative, clinical, or universal.

Figure III-1: Table of Architectural Rules

	Model Layer
	Type
	Applicability
	Rule
	Reference

	Business
	Policy
	Administrative
	Federal Executive departments and agencies shall follow prescribed policies and standards on financial management systems
	OMB Circular A-127, Financial Management Systems, July 30, 1993

	
	Policy
	Other
	Federal Agencies shall reduce the number of agency data centers and reduce the total cost of data centers nationwide
	OMB Bulletin No.96-02, Consolidation of Agency Data Centers, October 4, 1995

	
	Policy
	Other
	Federal Executive departments and agencies will prepare and implement an Information Streamlining Plan (ISP), to lessen the "hassle factor" associated with Federal Information requirements
	OMB Bulletin No.97-03, January 13, 1997

	
	Policy
	Universal
	The Director OMB shall develop and implement uniform and consistent information resource management policies
	OMB Circular A-130-Management of Federal Information Resources, revised February 8, 1996 -- OMB Circular No.A-130

	
	Policy
	Universal
	Federal managers must implement management and control structures that help ensure accountability and effectiveness
	OMB Circular A-123, Management Accountability and Control, June 21, 1995


	Model Layer
	Type
	Applicability
	Rule
	Reference

	Business
	Other
	Universal
	Information will be made available as legislated by the Freedom of Information Act of 1980
	Freedom of Information Act of 1980, PL 93-502

	
	Other
	Universal
	An interface engine will be a defined part of the VistA infrastructure
	Bay Pines Technical Services-Architecture Meeting, September 1997

	
	Other
	Universal
	We shall establish guidelines for when to build and when to buy - we need to understand when each is appropriate
	VCIOC-Architects Liaison Committee Meeting, September, 1997

	Information
	Policy
	Universal
	Information systems should provide support for users with special needs in accordance with the requirements of the American Disabilities Act
	American Disabilities Act, P.L. 101-336, July 26, 1990

	Application
	Policy
	Universal
	Information systems from different vendors shall be linkable
	VA EA Report, version 2.1, sec 5.4.1

	
	Policy
	Universal
	User applications are not tied to a single hardware or system software manufacturer
	VA EA Report, version 2.1, sec 5.4.1

	
	Policy
	Universal
	There should be one and only one VHA Master Patient Index
	M1 Part 1, Chapter 5, Section 5.04, Management of Patient Records

	
	Other
	Clinical
	All application-generated messages representing HL7 events must go to the interface engine
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997

	
	Other
	Universal
	RPC/Broker messages will be defined in a standard manner; a set of representation standards will be developed
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997


	Model Layer
	Type
	Applicability
	Rule
	Reference

	Application
	Other
	Universal
	All construction of message segments (for HL7 and other messaging services) will be through APIs (i.e., callable routines, specifically excluding in-line code intermixing segment generation and processing unrelated to segment generation)
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997

	Data
	Other
	Universal
	All systems linked to VistA that process patient related data must accept the VHA patient ICN, and treat it as a unique key
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997

	
	Other
	Universal
	All HL7 message segments must be approved (by Technical Integration) prior to software release
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997

	Infrastruc-ture
	Policy
	Clinical
	All application generated messages representing HL7 events must go through the interface engine
	To be announced

	
	Other
	Universal
	New functionality can be added from multiple possible vendors
	VA EA Report, version 2.1.Sec 5.4.1

	
	Other
	Universal
	The VistA messaging system must support messaging services beyond HL7, to include at least X12
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997

	
	Other
	Universal
	The VistA messaging system will not re-invent functionality defined to be that of the standard interface engine
	Technical Services-Architects meeting, Bay Pines, September 1997



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































